
 

 

 
 

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
MEETING AGENDA 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2026 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Coachella Valley Water District  
Steve Robbins Administration Building Training Room 

75515 Hovley Lane East 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 

 
Members of the public may use the following link for listening access and ability to address the 

Public Safety Committee when called upon: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82736053384?pwd=qZYWxg06R6H6wrCa4gFpNJZlkXpV3O.1  
 

Dial In: +1 669 900 9128 
Webinar ID: 827 3605 3384 

Password: 661396 
 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONNECT VIA DIAL IN OPTION, PLEASE CALL 760-346-1127 

Public comment is encouraged to be emailed to the Public Safety Committee meeting prior to the meeting 
at cvag@cvag.org by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the committee meeting. Members of the public joining 

the meeting by Zoom can also provide comment by using the “raise hand” feature or hitting *9 on the 
phone keypad. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82736053384?pwd=qZYWxg06R6H6wrCa4gFpNJZlkXpV3O.1
mailto:cvag@cvag.org


 

 

As a convenience to the public, CVAG provides a call-in and internet-based option  
for members of the public to virtually observe and provide public comments at its meetings.  

Please note that, in the event of a technical issue disrupting the call-in or internet-based options, 
the meeting will continue unless otherwise required by law. 

 
THIS MEETING IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE. 

ACTION MAY RESULT ON ANY ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA. 
 

UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, ALL ACTION ITEMS WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR FINAL APPROVAL. 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Joseph Mirelez, Tribal Chair, Torres Martinez Desert 
Cahuilla Indians 
 
Roll Call            P4 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Agenda Modifications 
Conflict of Interest Disclosure   

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 
This is the first of two opportunities for public comment. Any person wishing to address the 
Public Safety Committee on items appearing on this agenda may do so at this time. At the 
discretion of the Chair, comments may be taken at the time items are presented. Please 
limit comments to three (3) minutes. 

 
 
3. CHAIR /COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS 
 
 
4. EX-OFFICIO UPDATES 
 
 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
A. Approve the minutes from the September 8, 2025, meeting of the Public   P5 

Safety Committee 
 

B. Adopt Resolution No. 2026-002-PS authorizing the CVAG Public Safety Committee,  P9 
as an eligible multijurisdictional body, to utilize the teleconferencing provisions  
established under Senate Bill 707 
 
 

5.1 ITEMS HELD OVER FROM CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
    
6. DISCUSSION/ ACTION 
 
A. Drone Deployment by Local Law Enforcement        P11 

1. Use by the Blythe Police Department – Community Service Officer Kelly Thomas 
2. Use by Palm Springs Police Department – Police Lieutenant William Hutchinson 

 
Recommendation:  Information 



 

 

 
 
B. Countywide and Statewide Efforts to Address Reoccurring 911 Outages in the   P13 

Coachella Valley – Grace Garner, Senior Legislative Analyst for Riverside County  
Supervisor V. Manuel Perez 
 
Recommendation: Information 

 
 
7. INFORMATION  
         
A. Attendance Record           P27 

 
B. Conflict of Interest Guidance         P28 
 
 
 
 
8. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

This is the second opportunity for public comment. Any person wishing to address the Public 
Safety Committee on items of general interest within the purview of this Committee may do 
so at this time. Please limit comments to two (2) minutes. 
 
 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, May 11, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. at the Palm Springs Police Department Training Center, 200 S. Civic Drive, Palm 
Springs, 92262. 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, February 23, 2026, at 
4:30 p.m. at the Coachella Valley Water District, Steve Robbins Administration Building 
Training Room, 75515 Hovley Lane East, Palm Desert, 92260. 

 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 



Item 1 
  

Coachella Valley Association of Governments  
Public Safety Committee  

Member Roster  
2025-2026 

 

Voting Members 

City of Blythe Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez 

City of Cathedral City Councilmember Rita Lamb 

City of Coachella Mayor Pro Tem Frank Figueroa 

City of Desert Hot Springs Councilmember Daniel Pitts 

City of Indian Wells Councilmember Dana Reed 

City of Indio Mayor Pro Tem Waymond Fermon  

City of La Quinta Councilmember John Peña 

City of Palm Desert Councilmember Karina Quintanilla – VICE CHAIR 

City of Palm Springs Councilmember Grace Garner 

City of Rancho Mirage  Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein 

County of Riverside Supervisor V. Manuel Perez 

Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Tribal Chairman Joseph Mirelez – CHAIR 

Ex-Officio Members 

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Robert Bradbury, Emergency Services Manager 

California Highway Patrol David Efferson, Captain 

Cathedral City Fire Michael Contreras, Fire Chief 

Cathedral City Police Rick Sanchez, Acting Chief  

Desert Hot Springs Police Steve Shaw, Chief of Police 

District Attorney’s Office Michael Hestrin, District Attorney 

Indio Police Brian Tully, Chief of Police 

Palm Desert Sheriff Station Jason Sexton, Captain 

Palm Springs Fire Paul Alvarado, Fire Chief 

Palm Springs Police Andrew Mills, Chief of Police 

Riverside County Fire Department Mike Beverlin, Deputy Chief 

Riverside County Probation Department Ron Miller, Chief Probation Officer 

Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Sheriff Chad Bianco 

Thermal Sheriff Station Michael Bianco, Captain 

U.S. Border Patrol Gregory Bovino, Chief Patrol Agent 

 



ITEM 5A 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chair Raymond Gregory, City of 
Cathedral City, at 9:01 a.m. at the Coachella Valley Water District Steve Robbins Administration 
Building Training Room, 75515 Hovely Lane, Palm Desert, 92260.  
 

2. ROLL CALL - Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum was present.  
 

Members Present  
 
City of Blythe 
City of Cathedral City    
City of Desert Hot Springs 
City of La Quinta 
City of Palm Desert 
City of Palm Springs 
City of Rancho Mirage 
County of Riverside 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 

 
Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez 
Mayor Pro Tem Raymond Gregory, Chair 
Councilmember Daniel Pitts 
Councilmember John Peña  
Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein  
Councilmember Grace Garner* 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla 
Assistant CEO Michelle Paradise 
Chair Joseph Mirelez 
 

 Ex-Officio Members Present 
                     
Cathedral City Fire 
Cathedral City Police 
Indio Police Department 
Palm Desert Sheriff’s Substation 

 
Fire Chief Michael Contreras 
Chief George Crum/Deputy Chief Rick Sanchez  
Chief Brian Tully 
Lieutenant Daniel Porras 
 
 

 Members & Ex-Officios Not Present 
 
 City of Coachella    Councilmember Frank Figueroa 
 City of Indian Wells    Councilmember Toper Taylor  

City of Indio     Councilmember Waymond Fermon, Vice Chair  
 Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Emergency Services Manager Robert Bradbury 

California Highway Patrol   Captain Michael Stefanoff 
 Desert Hot Springs Police   Chief of Police Steven Shaw 

District Attorney’s Office   Asst DA Rodney Tethal 
Palm Springs Fire    Fire Chief Paul Alvarado 
Palm Springs Police    Chief of Police Andrew Mills 
Riverside County Fire    Deputy Chief Robert Fish 
Riverside County Probation   Chief Probation Officer Christopher Wright  
Riverside County Sheriff's Department Sheriff Chad Bianco  
Thermal Sheriff Station                                Captain Michael Bianco 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol                 Assistant Chief Patrol Agent David Kim 

 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The audio file for this meeting can be found at: http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm  

 
Public Safety Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
September 8, 2025 

http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm


 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – September 8, 2025 

 

Chair Gregory requested a moment of silence in honor of those who lost their lives in the 
tragedy of Sept. 11. He then led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS   
None 
 

5. CHAIR / COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS 
Deputy Executive Director Erica Felci shared logistical details for the new meeting space and 
expressed appreciation to Coachella Valley Water District for their hospitality and generosity in 
providing a space for CVAG’s meetings.   

 
 

6. EX-OFFICIO COMMENTS 
City of Indio Chief of Police Brian Tully provided an update on CV Link within Indio, including 
how the police department is addressing issues related to transient activity and graffiti. 
 
Cathedral City Chief of Police George Crum expressed his gratitude to CVAG and the CV 
Housing First program for their partnership and ongoing efforts, which have successfully 
helped 14 individuals secure permanent housing so far this year. 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

A. Approve the minutes from the June 9, 2025, meeting of the Public Safety Committee  
  

IT WAS MOVED BY TRIBAL CHAIR MIRELEZ AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
PENA TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR. 
THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 9 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT  

Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez 
Mayor Pro Tem Raymond Gregory 

AYE 
AYE 

Councilmember Frank Figueroa ABSENT 
Councilmember Daniel Pitts AYE 
Councilmember Toper Taylor ABSENT 
Councilmember Waymond Fermon ABSENT 
Councilmember John Peña AYE 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla AYE 
Councilmember Grace Garner AYE  
Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein  AYE 
Assistant CEO Michelle Paradise 
Tribal Chair Joseph Mirelez 

AYE 
AYE 
 

 
8. DISCUSSION / ACTION  
 

 A. County Immigration Resources 



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – September 8, 2025 

 

 
Grace Garner, Senior Legislative Analyst for Riverside County Supervisor V. Manuel Perez, 
presented a PowerPoint presentation highlighting county wide and local immigration resources 
available for those in need of them.  
Member discussion ensued regarding resources. 
No action was taken as this item was for informational purposes only. 
 

B. Regional Signal Synchronization and CV Sync’s Public Safety Benefits  
 
Program Manager Kris Gunterson presented the staff report detailing the signal 
synchronization pilot programs that are underway that aim to assist first responders in their 
commute times to calls for assistance.  
 
Member discussion ensued with Mr. Gunterson answering questions from the Committee. 
 
No action was taken as this item was for informational purposes only. 
 

C. Election of Public Safety Officers 
 
Ms. Felci opened the floor for nominations for Chair. 
 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla nominated Tribal Chair Joseph Mirelez for Chair. No 
other nominations were received. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER QUINTANILLA AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER GARNER TO ELECT TRIBAL CHAIR JOSEPH MIRELEZ AS THE 
CHAIR FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-26 
 
Ms. Felci opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chair. 
Tribal Chair Mirelez nominated Councilmember Quintanilla for Vice Chair. No other 
nominations were received. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY TRIBAL CHAIR MIRELEZ AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
GARNER TO ELECT COUNCILMEMBER KARINA QUINTANILLA AS THE VICE CHAIR 
FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-26 
THE MOTIONS CARRIED WITH 9 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT  

Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez 
Mayor Pro Tem Raymond Gregory 

AYE 
AYE 

Councilmember Frank Figueroa ABSENT 
Councilmember Daniel Pitts AYE 
Councilmember Toper Taylor ABSENT 
Councilmember Waymond Fermon ABSENT 
Councilmember John Peña AYE 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla AYE 
Councilmember Grace Garner AYE  



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – September 8, 2025 

 

Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein  AYE 
Assistant CEO Michelle Paradise 
Tribal Chair Joseph Mirelez 

AYE 
AYE 
 

 
9. INFORMATION – The following item was provided for information only: 

A. Attendance Record  
 

B. New location of CVAG’s public meetings 
 
C. Countywide policy to address homeless encampments 
 
D. Efforts to Address Reoccurring 911 Outages in the Coachella Valley 

 
 
 

10.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Bill Miller, representing 65check – Senior Call Check, addressed the Committee about a new 
program launching in the Coachella Valley to offer daily wellness checks for seniors through 
automated phone calls. The service is available to individuals who register, and more 
information can be found at 65check.org. 

 
11.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, November 10, 
2025, at 9:00 a.m. at the Coachella Valley Water District, Steve Robbins Administration 
Building Training Room, 75515 Hovley Lane East, Palm Desert, 92260. 

 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, September 29, 2025, 
at 4:30 p.m. at the Coachella Valley Water District, Steve Robbins Administration Building 
Training Room, 75515 Hovley Lane East, Palm Desert, 92260. 

 
 

 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
Chair Gregory adjourned the meeting at 9:37 a.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Elysia Regalado 
Deputy Clerk  



 
ITEM 5B 

Coachella Valley Association of Governments 
Public Safety Committee 

February 9, 2026 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: Authorizing Use of SB 707 Teleconferencing Provisions 
 
Contact: Elysia Regalado, Deputy Clerk (eregalado@cvag.org) 
 
  
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 2026-002-PS authorizing the CVAG Public Safety 
Committee, as an eligible multijurisdictional body, to utilize the teleconferencing provisions 
established under Senate Bill 707 
 
Background: The California Legislature last year passed Senate Bill 707 (2024) to modernize the 
teleconferencing provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act and establish updated rules for specific 
categories of legislative bodies, including eligible multijurisdictional bodies. SB 707 took effect on 
January 1, 2026, and its provisions are now available for use by qualifying agencies. 
 
CVAG’s committees qualify as eligible multijurisdictional bodies under SB 707 because their 
membership includes cities, the County of Riverside, and tribal governments. The legislation recognizes 
that regional agencies often include members who travel across multiple jurisdictions and therefore 
benefit from additional flexibility when participating remotely. 
 
Adopting the proposed resolution will authorize the CVAG Public Safety Committee to use the 
teleconferencing flexibilities available under SB 707. These include exemptions that allow remote 
participation without posting a member’s teleconference location, subject to certain limits. For the Public 
Safety Committee, this would mean members could use this option up to two meetings per calendar 
year. SB 707 requires that an eligible multijurisdictional body adopt a resolution in open session at a 
regular meeting before using these provisions. 
 
Adoption of the resolution does not obligate CVAG to rely exclusively on SB 707. CVAG may continue 
using traditional Brown Act teleconferencing rules, with SB 707 serving as an additional option when 
appropriate. Implementing SB 707 will also support member participation, particularly for a regional 
body whose members travel, while maintaining full compliance with the Brown Act’s public access and 
transparency requirements. 
 
This is a one-time resolution that does not require periodic renewal. At the direction of CVAG’s Legal 
Counsel, a separate resolution will be adopted for each CVAG committee, each assigned a unique 
resolution number to ensure accurate tracking and future reference. In addition to the resolution, staff 
has included further guidance on Brown Act changes and conflicts of interest as part of a separate, 
informational staff report. 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to adopt the resolution.  
 
Attachment: Resolution 2026-002-PS 

mailto:eregalado@cvag.org


RESOLUTION NO. 2026-002-PS 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE 

COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
AUTHORIZING THE USE OF TELECONFERENCING PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 707 

FOR ELIGIBLE MULTIJURISDICTIONAL BODIES 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF 
GOVERNMENTS DOES HEREBY FIND, RESOLVE, AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) is a regional, 
multijurisdictional agency composed of cities, the County of Riverside, and tribal governments, 
and therefore qualifies as an eligible multijurisdictional body under the Ralph M. Brown Act, as 
amended by Senate Bill 707 (2024); and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 707 modernizes the Ralph M. Brown Act’s teleconferencing provisions 
and establishes specific teleconferencing flexibilities for eligible multijurisdictional bodies, 
including exemptions from certain traditional teleconference requirements; and 

WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953.8.7 authorizes eligible multijurisdictional bodies to 
utilize these teleconferencing provisions upon adoption of a resolution in open session at a regular 
meeting of the body, and in compliance with other requirements contained in Government Code 
sections 54953.8 and 54953.8.7; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Committee desires to ensure that its members may utilize this 
teleconferencing method and participate remotely when appropriate, while maintaining full 
compliance with the Brown Act’s public access and transparency requirements; and 

WHEREAS, adopting this resolution will allow CVAG to implement the teleconferencing options 
available to eligible multijurisdictional bodies under SB 707, while continuing to provide 
meaningful public participation and access to meetings; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. The Public Safety Committee of the Coachella Valley Association of Governments hereby 
authorizes the use of the teleconferencing provisions available to eligible multijurisdictional bodies 
under Government Code section 54953.8.7, as amended by Senate Bill 707 for meetings of the 
Public Safety Committee and other qualifying CVAG legislative bodies, as appropriate.  

This resolution shall remain in effect unless and until amended or rescinded by the Public Safety 
Committee. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Public Safety Committee of the Coachella Valley Association 
of Governments, County of Riverside, State of California, on February 9, 2026. 

By: ______________________    Witnessed By: _________________ 
       Joseph Mirelez                  Tom Kirk 
       Public Safety Committee Chair       Executive Director 



ITEM 6A 
Coachella Valley Association of Governments 

Public Safety Committee 
February 9, 2026 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: Drone Deployment by Local Law Enforcement 
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Deputy Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org) and  

Jonathan Hoy, Director of Transportation (jhoy@cvag.org) 
 
  
Recommendation: Information 
 
Background: Law enforcement agencies across the region are increasingly using drones as a 
way to provide support to the officers on the ground. Local police have noted that such drone use 
can assist officers during high-risk or inaccessible situations. It also can be a way for officers to 
get a visual assessment of a scene, particularly in helping track individuals if they attempt to flee. 
 
At the February 2026 meeting, the Public Safety Committee will receive a two-part presentation 
on drone use by highlighting how this technology is being used along two long and linear routes. 
 
First, the City of Blythe Police Department will highlight their efforts to patrol the Colorado River 
with the assistance of drones. The City has been using drones for about three years and currently 
have nine drones of various sizes being deployed. Kelly Thomas, Blythe Police’s Community 
Service Officer and the Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Coordinator, will highlight how the 
drones have also been used throughout the City. 
 

The Committee will next hear from Palm Springs Police Lieutenant William Hutchinson, who will 
highlight the City’s partnership with CVAG on a pilot project to use drones as part of the patrolling 
of CV Link.  

CVAG celebrated CV Link grand openings with member agencies in November 2025. CV Link 
represents a significant breakthrough in alternative transportation, offering a safe pathway for 
walking, running, biking, or using low-speed electric vehicles like golf carts. Spanning more than 
40 miles across the Coachella Valley, the project typically features a dual-path structure: a wide 
concrete lane for cyclists and low-speed electric vehicles, alongside a narrower decomposed 
granite trail for pedestrians and runners. The on-street sections in Palm Springs and Palm Desert 
also feature a protected cycle track design, the first of its kind in the Coachella Valley. This 
initiative provides significant environmental, health, air quality, and economic benefits to residents 
and visitors. 

CV Link was the largest active transportation project in California, and potentially the nation, when 
first launched by CVAG. Largely located along the Whitewater River/Coachella Valley Storm 
Water Channel, CV Link provides a safer alternative to walking and biking along the valley's high-
speed roadways, where pedestrian and cyclist fatalities have occurred. 
 

mailto:efelci@cvag.org
mailto:jhoy@cvag.org


While CVAG led the planning, design, and construction of CV Link, maintenance and public safety 
enforcement involves collaboration with partner agencies, primarily including Palm Springs, 
Cathedral City, Palm Desert, La Quinta, Indio, and Coachella; and regional flood control agencies 
Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) and Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (RCFCWCD). CVAG is also coordinating CV Link operations, maintenance, 
and programming with assistance from Desert Recreation District (DRD), contracted by CVAG in 
summer 2025.  
 
To ensure CV Link is safe for all users, CVAG staff has been working with local public safety 
partners to develop an effective and efficient monitoring and emergency response system. CVAG 
is currently evaluating camera systems to assist law enforcement with this objective. 
 
CVAG staff has also initiating a pilot program with the Palm Springs, Cathedral City, and Indio 
Police Departments to compare the effectiveness of drone surveillance versus fixed cameras for 
monitoring CV Link within their respective jurisdictions. As part of the pilot program, CVAG will 
provide one drone to Cathedral City and Indio Police Departments for monitoring and enforcement 
activities on CV Link. Palm Springs Police will utilize their existing drones to conduct the pilot 
program. Lt. Hutchinson will give an overview of the project at the February meeting, and 
additional information will be presented to CVAG's Public Safety Committee later this year to 
assess the comparative benefits of drone surveillance versus fixed camera systems. 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no additional cost for this presentation.  
 
Costs related to the pilot project are covered under CV Link’s budget and existing staff time 
 



ITEM 6B 
Coachella Valley Association of Governments 

Public Safety Committee 
February 9, 2026 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: Countywide and Statewide Efforts to Address Reoccurring 911 Outages in 

the Coachella Valley 
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Deputy Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)  
 
  
 
Recommendation: Information 
 
Background: In February 2025, at the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, the 
CVAG Executive Committee authorized the Chair and/or Executive Director to advocate for 
legislative fixes and policy changes that improve the stability of the 911 system in the Coachella 
Valley. The action was followed by updates at the May 2025 meeting, the Public Safety Committee 
members heard from representatives of Riverside County Sheriff's Office, Riverside County Fire 
and California Office of Emergency Services’ (Cal OES) 9-1-1 Technology Division 
 
The concerns about the stability of 911 infrastructure for the region have been heighted since 
Tropical Storm Hilary hit in 2023, as there have been at least five widespread outages and several 
smaller outages. These outages make it impossible to call the emergency hotline and, on 
occasion, limit the ability of the public to call local police departments through the non-emergency 
lines. Riverside County has been focusing efforts to improve coordination with wireless providers 
like Frontier and AT&T, as well as address how copper line thefts may inadvertently lead to fiber 
line damage. Grace Garner, Senior Legislative Analyst for Riverside County Supervisor V. Manuel 
Perez, will provide the Committee with an update of these efforts at the February 2026 meeting. 
 
CVAG staff would also note that the statewide efforts to address these problems had a significant 
shift in late 2025.  
 
As was noted in the May staff report to the Public Safety Committee, Cal OES’ 911 Emergency 
Communications Branch has a mission to update the 911 system to keep up with the changes in 
the way people communicate as well as the emerging technologies used to communicate. For 
several years, there have plans to shift to Next Generation 911 (known as NG 911) across the 
State, which would increase resiliency, provide a common technology across California, allow 
agencies to re-route 911 calls to each other during disasters, improve location services and 
integrate with a nationwide wireless broadband network initiative.  
 
Efforts to roll out the NG 911 system hit a snag. As reported by the Sacramento Bee in November 
2025: “Cal OES ran into disruptions after the new technology was switched on in a fraction of 
dispatch centers. The rollout was paused, and the leader who spearheaded the project, Budge 
Currier, left the agency. Ultimately, Cal OES decided to scrap the regional design and go back to 
the drawing board. Now, the state has pivoted, proposing a new statewide design similar to what 
other states have adopted. Cal OES plans to issue requests for proposals next year for other 
vendors to build out the second iteration of California’s Next Generation 911, at an additional cost 

mailto:efelci@cvag.org


of potentially hundreds of millions of dollars.” A new vision for the NG 911 system was unveiled 
in November 2025, and the CalOES’ plan is attached to this report for members’ information.  
 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this informational update.  
 
Attachment:  CalOES’ 2025 Next Generation 911 Transition Plan 
 



























Item 7A

Voting Members JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV** DEC JAN** FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
City of Blythe ● 1 out of 1
City of Cathedral City ○ 0 out of 1
City of Coachella ● 1 out of 1
City of Desert Hot Springs ● 1 out of 1
City of Indian Wells ○ 0 out of 1
City of Indio ○ 0 out of 1
City of La Quinta ● 1 out of 1
City of Palm Desert ● 1 out of 1
City of Palm Springs ● 1 out of 1
City of Rancho Mirage ● 1 out of 1
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians ● 1 out of 1
Riverside County ● 1 out of 1

Total Attendance Per Meeting 9

Ex Officio / Non-Voting Members JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV** DEC JAN** FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
Agua Caliente ○ 0 out of 1
California Highway Patrol ○ 0 out of 1
Cathedral City Fire ● 1 out of 1
Cathedral City Police ● 1 out of 1
County Probation Department ○ 0 out of 1
Desert Hot Springs Police ○ 0 out of 1
District Attorney's Office ○ 0 out of 1
Indio Police ● 1 out of 1
Palm Desert Sheriff Station ● 1 out of 1
Palm Springs Fire ○ 0 out of 1
Palm Springs Police ○ 0 out of 1
Riverside County Fire ○ 0 out of 1
Riverside County Sheriff ○ 0 out of 1
Thermal Sheriff Station ○ 0 out of 1
U.S. Border Patrol ○ 0 out of 1

Total Attendance Per Meeting

No Meeting 
Canceled **

Present ●
Absent ○

ATTENDED

ATTENDED

COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

ATTENDANCE RECORD
FY2025-2026
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ATTENDED

ATTENDED
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ATTENDANCE RECORD
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ITEM 7B 
Coachella Valley Association of Governments 

Public Safety Committee 
February 9, 2026 

STAFF REPORT 

Subject: Conflict of Interest Guidance 

Contact: Elysia Regalado, Deputy Clerk, (eregalado@cvag.org)   
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommendation: Information 

Background: Over the years, CVAG’s committee members have periodically requested clarification 
regarding the rules and regulations governing conflicts of interest during voting. This staff report 
provides a refresher on key requirements to support informed, transparent, and ethical decision-making. 

A full guidance memorandum from Best Best & Krieger is included as an attachment. Key highlights are 
summarized below: 

• Real Property Conflicts: Ownership of property within 500 feet of a subject parcel creates a
presumed conflict of interest. Property located more than 500 feet away may still present a
conflict depending on the circumstances. Staff provides parcel maps and related information
with each acquisition item, and Committee members must recuse themselves from discussion
and voting when a conflict exists.

• Financial Contributions: Campaign contributions of $500 or more made within 12 months
before or after a proceeding by an individual or entity involved in the matter constitute a conflict,
subject to limited exceptions. Committee members must disclose such contributions and abstain
from participating in related decisions.

• Personal Financial Interests: Committee members must recuse themselves if they hold any
financial interest that could be affected by the decision, including real property ownership,
business investments, personal income, or spousal income.

• Dual Roles and Service on Other Boards: Serving in multiple public roles does not
automatically require recusal. However, recusal is required when the matter involves real estate
negotiations or potential litigation discussed in closed session. Committee members are
encouraged to be transparent about dual roles to avoid any appearance of bias.

• Disclosure and Recusal Procedures: Committee members must publicly disclose the basis
for a conflict of interest and fully recuse themselves, which includes leaving the room during
deliberations and refraining from any participation in the item.

Staff also wishes to inform the Committee of upcoming changes to the Ralph M. Brown Act that will take 
effect in 2026. While most of these changes are not expected to apply directly to CVAG committee 
members because it is a joint powers authority, staff will continue to coordinate with Legal Counsel to 
ensure the Committee remains compliant with any provisions that do apply. A separate consent item 
on this agenda is recommending a resolution related to some of these Brown Act updates.  

For reference, the Brown Act guide is available for review at the following link: Ralph M. Brown Act 

Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to the CVAG for this informational update 

mailto:eregalado@cvag.org
https://cvag.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BBK-2026-Brown-Act-Guide-c1.pdf


Attachment: Best Best & Krieger 2024 Key Insights Into Open Government & Ethics- Avoiding 
Financial Conflicts- Should I Participate in this Decision?   




























