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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024 

 
 
 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Executive Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Ted Weill, Mayor Pro Tem 
of the City of Rancho Mirage, at 4:33 p.m. at the CVAG Conference Room, 73-710 Fred 
Waring Drive, Suite 104, in the City of Palm Desert. Videoconferencing was available from 
the City of Blythe. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

A roll call was taken, and it was determined that a quorum was present. Those in attendance 
were as follows: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT AGENCY 
Mayor Scott Matas, Past Chair City of Desert Hot Springs  

            Mayor Steven Hernandez City of Coachella  
Councilmember Waymond Fermon City of Indio  
Tribal Vice Chair Joseph Mirelez Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians  
Tribal Chair Reid Milanovich Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 

            Mayor Greg Sanders City of Indian Wells  
Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Ross City of Cathedral City  
Councilmember Kathleen Kelly*  City of Palm Desert (via Zoom) 
Mayor Linda Evans City of La Quinta  
Mayor Joseph DeConinck City of Blythe (via Zoom) 
Supervisor V. Manuel Perez, Vice Chair County of Riverside 4th District (arrived at Item 6) 
Mayor Pro Tem Ted Weill, Chair City of Rancho Mirage  
 
*joined via AB 2449- just cause 

 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT AGENCY 
Mayor Jeffrey Bernstein City of Palm Springs 
Tribal Councilmember Brenda Soulliere  Cabazon Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Tribal Chair Darrell Mike Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians  

            Supervisor Kevin Jeffries  County of Riverside 1st District 
Supervisor Karen Spiegel  County of Riverside 2nd District  
Supervisor Chuck Washington County of Riverside 3rd District 
Supervisor Yxstian Gutierrez County of Riverside 5th District  

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Matas led the Executive Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. AGENDA MODIFICATIONS (IF ANY) 

 

ITEM 7A 
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None 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Emailed public comment was received by Brad Anderson, resident of Rancho Mirage, 
that asked the Committee to deny the funding request in agenda Item 7C; end the 
REAP partnership detailed in Item 7D; not partner with Imperial Irrigation District (IID) 
under Item 8D; questioned air quality concerns as described in Item 9i; and opposed 
virtual meetings detailed in Item 9e. Copies of each email were provided to committee 
members.  
 

6. CHAIR / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Executive Director Tom Kirk provided an update regarding an urban greening and tree 
planting grant that IID and CVAG applied for and reports it is still pending, but the 
outlook for being awarded is looking bright. 
 
Mr. Kirk also provided updates on earmark requests for funding and the status for 
those. 
 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY SUPERVISOR PEREZ AND SECONDED BY MAYOR MATAS TO 
APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

A. Approve the Minutes of the June 24, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting  
 

B. Receive and file the quarterly report for the CV Housing First program, 
representing clients served in the second quarter of 2024 

 
C. Authorize the Chair and Executive Director to execute Amendment No. 2 to the 

Reimbursement Agreement with the City of Cathedral City for the Da Vall Drive/I-
10 Interchange Project- Project Study Report Phase for an additional not-to-
exceed amount of $41,974.09 

 
D. Authorize the Executive Director to execute a Memorandum of Understanding 

with the Riverside County Transportation Commission to accept $3,705,000 in 
Regional Early Action Planning (REAP 2.0) funds to conduct a Vehicle Miles 
Traveled study and a CV Link Community Connectors analysis 

 
  

THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 12 AYES AND 7 MEMBERS ABSENT 
 

MAYOR MATAS AYE 
MAYOR HERNANDEZ AYE 
MAYOR BERNSTEIN ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AYE 
TRIBAL CHAIR MIKE ABSENT 
TRIBAL VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ AYE 
TRIBAL COUNCILMEMBER SOULLIERE ABSENT 
TRIBAL CHAIR MILANOVICH AYE 
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MAYOR SANDERS AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM ROSS    AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER KELLY AYE 
MAYOR EVANS AYE 
MAYOR DECONINCK    AYE 
SUPERVISOR JEFFRIES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR SPIEGEL     ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WASHINGTON  ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR PEREZ AYE 
SUPERVISOR GUTIERREZ ABSENT 
MAYOR PRO TEM WEILL AYE 

 
7.1       ITEM(S) HELD OVER FROM CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
            None 
 
8. DISCUSSION / ACTION 
 
A. Presentation: Completing construction of CV Link 
 

Director of Transportation Jonathan Hoy presented the PowerPoint presentation and 
timeline for remaining segments.  
 
Brief member discussion ensued. No action was taken as this was an informational item. 

 
B. Arts and Music Line Project Status Update  

 
Assistant Director of Transportation Randy Bowman presented the staff report.  
 
Member discussion ensued. No action was taken as this was an informational item. 

 
C. Local Partnership Program (LPP) formula funds for the Interstate 10/Monroe 

Project 
 
Mr. Hoy presented the staff report. 
 
Member discussion ensued.  
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MAYOR HERNANDEZ AND SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR PEREZ TO 
AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO CONFIRM TO THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION THE ALLOCATION OF ALL AVAILABLE LOCAL 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (LPP) FORMULA FUNDS TO THE I-10/MONROE STREET 
INTERCHANGE  

 
THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 12 AYES AND 7 MEMBERS ABSENT 

 
MAYOR MATAS AYE 
MAYOR HERNANDEZ AYE 
MAYOR BERNSTEIN ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AYE 
TRIBAL CHAIR MIKE ABSENT 
TRIBAL VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ AYE 
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TRIBAL COUNCILMEMBER SOULLIERE ABSENT 
TRIBAL CHAIR MILANOVICH AYE 
MAYOR SANDERS AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM ROSS    AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER KELLY AYE 
MAYOR EVANS AYE 
MAYOR DECONINCK    AYE 
SUPERVISOR JEFFRIES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR SPIEGEL     ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WASHINGTON  ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR PEREZ AYE 
SUPERVISOR GUTIERREZ ABSENT 
MAYOR PRO TEM WEILL AYE 
 

D. Update on Coachella Valley Energy Commission and Ongoing Analysis of 
Regional Alternative Governance 
 
Program Manager Emmanuel Martinez presented the staff report. 
 
Member discussion ensued.  
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MAYOR HERNANDEZ AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
FERMON TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO CONTINUE SUPPORT OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY ENERGY COMMISSION’S PROCESS FOR INVESTMENTS AND 
PLANNING OF ELECTRICAL SERVICE IN COACHELLA VALLEY, INCLUDING, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO DEVELOPING A NEW JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY AND CREATING A 
POTENTIAL STAFFING AGREEMENT WITH CVAG 
 
THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 12 AYES AND 7 MEMBERS ABSENT 

 
MAYOR MATAS AYE 
MAYOR HERNANDEZ AYE 
MAYOR BERNSTEIN ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AYE 
TRIBAL CHAIR MIKE ABSENT 
TRIBAL VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ AYE 
TRIBAL COUNCILMEMBER SOULLIERE ABSENT 
TRIBAL CHAIR MILANOVICH AYE 
MAYOR SANDERS AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM ROSS    AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER KELLY AYE 
MAYOR EVANS AYE 
MAYOR DECONINCK    AYE 
SUPERVISOR JEFFRIES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR SPIEGEL     ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WASHINGTON  ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR PEREZ AYE 
SUPERVISOR GUTIERREZ ABSENT 
MAYOR PRO TEM WEILL AYE 

 
E.          Regional ramifications of the Supreme Court Ruling in Grants Pass v. Johnson 
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Chief Operating Officer Erica Felci presented the staff report and recapped the input 
from the Public Safety and Homelessness Committees. 
            Member discussion ensued. 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY SUPERVISOR PEREZ AND SECONDED BY MAYOR MATAS TO 
DIRECT THE EXECUTIVE DIRECOR TO DRAFT A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
AND/OR GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY THAT FURTHERS COOPERATION AMONG 
MEMBER JURISDICTIONS FOR ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS AND ENCAMPMENTS 
ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 

 
THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 12 AYES AND 7 MEMBERS ABSENT 

 
MAYOR MATAS AYE 
MAYOR HERNANDEZ AYE 
MAYOR BERNSTEIN ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AYE 
TRIBAL CHAIR MIKE ABSENT 
TRIBAL VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ AYE 
TRIBAL COUNCILMEMBER SOULLIERE ABSENT 
TRIBAL CHAIR MILANOVICH AYE 
MAYOR SANDERS AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM ROSS    AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER KELLY AYE 
MAYOR EVANS AYE 
MAYOR DECONINCK    AYE 
SUPERVISOR JEFFRIES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR SPIEGEL     ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WASHINGTON  ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR PEREZ AYE 
SUPERVISOR GUTIERREZ ABSENT 
MAYOR PRO TEM WEILL AYE 
 

 
F. Finance Committee Membership 

 
Mr. Kirk announced the vacancies on the Finance Committee and asked if there were 
any volunteers from the Executive Committee. Mayor Hernandez, from the City of 
Coachella, was the only volunteer.  
 
IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AND SECONDED BY MAYOR MATAS 
TO APPOINT DESERT HOT SPRINGS CITY MANAGER FRANK LUCKINO AND 
COACHELLA MAYOR STEVEN HERNANDEZ TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR 
TERMS THAT EXTEND THROUGH JUNE 30, 2027. 
 
 THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 12 AYES AND 7 MEMBERS ABSENT 

 
MAYOR MATAS AYE 
MAYOR HERNANDEZ AYE 
MAYOR BERNSTEIN ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AYE 
TRIBAL CHAIR MIKE ABSENT 
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TRIBAL VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ AYE 
TRIBAL COUNCILMEMBER SOULLIERE ABSENT 
TRIBAL CHAIR MILANOVICH AYE 
MAYOR SANDERS AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM ROSS    AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER KELLY AYE 
MAYOR EVANS AYE 
MAYOR DECONINCK    AYE 
SUPERVISOR JEFFRIES    ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR SPIEGEL     ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR WASHINGTON  ABSENT 
SUPERVISOR PEREZ AYE 
SUPERVISOR GUTIERREZ ABSENT 
MAYOR PRO TEM WEILL AYE 

 
 

9. INFORMATION 
a) Executive Committee Attendance 

 
b) Status of I-10 and SR-86 Interchange Projects 

 
c) CVAG Regional Arterial Program – Project Status Report 

 
d) Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Program – Project Status Report 

 
e) Virtual participation in CVAG’s meetings 

 
f) Update on Coachella Valley Broadband Strategic Plan 

 
g) Used Oil Recycling Annual Report 

 
h) Update on the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Application and the Region’s 

Comprehensive Climate Action Plan 
 

i) Imperial Irrigation District’s Coachella Valley Resiliency Initiative  
 

j) Update from South Coast Air Quality Management District on continued concerns 
related to poor air quality 

 
k) Recap from California Association of Councils of Governments 

 
 
   These items were included in the agenda packet for members’ information.  

 
10. LEGISLATIVE ITEMS –  
  

a) Update from the League of California Cities  
b) Recap of CVAG’s Legislative Advocacy Efforts 
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A written summary was included in the agenda packet for members’ information. 
Program Manager Emmanuel Martinez provided a brief update on item 10b 

 
 

 
11. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
None 
 
 
 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, December 2, 
2024, at 4:30 p.m. at the CVAG conference room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 104, 
Palm Desert, 92260. 
 
Supervisor Perez announced the County in partnership with the City of Palm Desert will 
be launching a spaying and neutering campaign and will be splitting the cost 50/50. 
Supervisor hopes this will become a model that other cities will follow.  

 
 
13. CLOSED SESSION  
 

Councilmember Kelly and Chair Weill recused themselves from the closed session 
discussion. Vice Chair Perez took over the remainder of the meeting. 

 
The committee went into closed session at 5:44 p.m. Closed session ended at 5:57 p.m. 
and Vice Chair Perez announced there were no reportable actions. 

 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Vice Chair Perez adjourned the meeting at 5:58 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Elysia Regalado, Management Analyst 
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