ITEM 7A

Public Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2025

The audio file for this meeting can be found at: http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm

1. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chair Raymond Gregory, City of
Cathedral City, at 9:00 a.m. at the CVAG Conference Room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite

104, in the City of Palm Desert.

2. ROLL CALL - Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum was present.

Members Present

City of Blythe

City of Cathedral City

City of Desert Hot Springs

City of Indio

City of Indian Wells

City of La Quinta

City of Palm Springs

City of Rancho Mirage**

County of Riverside*

Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians

*Arrived at item 5
** Arrived at item 8A

Ex-Officio Members Present

California Highway Patrol
Cathedral City Fire
Cathedral City Police
Indio Police Department
District Attorney’s Office
Palm Springs Police
Riverside County Fire

Members & Ex-Officios Not Present

City of Coachella

City of Palm Desert

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
Desert Hot Springs Police

Riverside County Probation

Palm Desert Sheriff's Substation

Palm Springs Fire

Riverside County Sheriff's Department
Thermal Sheriff Station

U.S. Customs and Border Patrol

Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez

Mayor Pro Tem Raymond Gregory, Chair
Councilmember Daniel Pitts

Councilmember Waymond Fermon, Vice Chair
Councilmember Toper Taylor

Councilmember John Pena

Councilmember Grace Garner
Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein
ACEO Michelle Paradise

Tribal Chair Joseph Mirelez

Officer Castro

Fire Chief Michael Contreras

Chief George Crum/ Commander Rick Sanchez
Chief Brian Tully

Asst DA Rodney Tethal

Captain Melissa Cain

Deputy Chief Robert Fish

Councilmember Frank Figueroa
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla

Emergency Services Manager Robert Bradbury
Chief of Police Jim Henson

Chief Probation Officer Christopher Wright
Dean Agnoletto, Captain

Fire Chief Paul Alvarado

Sheriff Chad Bianco

Captain Michael Bianco

Assistant Chief Patrol Agent David Kim


http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

City of Desert Hot Springs Councilmember Daniel Pitts led the Committee in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS

None

5. CHAIR/ COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS

Councilmember John Pefa requested the committee bring forth an agenda in a future meeting
regarding updates on CV Link and any public safety issues cities may be experiencing.

Vice Chair Fermon reports he has requested the City of Indio look into an ordinance for certain
drug paraphernalia that is being sold in local smoke shops that raise a concern. Mr. Fermon
plans to bring the item to the Committee once the City has more information.

Chief Operating Officer Erica Felci thanked the County for their help in putting together speakers
for today’s agenda. Ms. Felci reports Point In Time (PIT) count numbers are expected to be
released next Tuesday and CVAG’s Homelessness Committee will receive them on Wednesday
at their next meeting.

Ms. Felci highlighted a typo on the agenda email, and noted the correct date for General
Assembly is June 30™.

6. EX-OFFICIO COMMENTS

City of Indio Chief of Police Brian Tully provided an update requested regarding Coachella
and Stagecoach weekends. Chief Tully thanked cities for their partnership in making the
events successful and commented that CV Sync and the regional signal synchronization
project was helpful and showed potential for the future.

Councilmember Pena thanked Indio Police and Riverside County Sheriff's Department for the
way they handled traffic issues on Thursday of weekend one and also praised Goldenvoice
for rectifying the issue for the following weekends.

Cathedral City Police Department Chief of Police George Crum provided an update on the
investigation into a bomb threat received during weekend one of Coachella.

Cathedral City Fire Chief Michael Contreras reports they have seen a significant increase in
calls for transport and will be adding a fourth ambulance to help with call volume.

7. CONSENT CALENDAR
There was no item A listed in the agenda.

B. Approve the minutes from the February 10, 2025, meeting of the Public Safety
Committee

IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AND SECONDED BY
COUNCILMEMBER PENA TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.
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THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 9 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT

Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez AYE
Mayor Pro Tem Raymond Gregory AYE
Councilmember Frank Figueroa ABSENT
Councilmember Daniel Pitts AYE
Councilmember Toper Taylor AYE
Councilmember Waymond Fermon AYE
Councilmember John Pefia AYE
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla ABSENT
Councilmember Grace Garner AYE
Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein AYE
ACEO Michelle Paradise AYE
Tribal Chair Joseph Mirelez ABSENT

8. DISCUSSION/ACTION

A. Countywide and Statewide Efforts to Address Reoccurring 911 Outages in the

Coachella Valley

Riverside County Sheriff’'s Office Captain Steven Favero introduced Communications Manager
Timothy Buchfeller and CalOES Assistant Chief of Technology Don Jones, who provided an
overview on how the 911 communication system operates and the issues that occur during a
911 outage.

Robust member discussion ensued with presenters answering various questions from the
committee regarding outages, and what can be done now by the Committee and city officials
to help address the issue.

No action was taken as this was an informational only item.

. New Fire Hazard Severity Zones and Implications for Eastern Riverside County
Riverside County Fire Department Deputy Chief Robert Fish introduced Assistant Fire Marshal
Kylie Tillema who presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding the new fire hazard severity
zones. Member discussion ensued with Assistant Fire Marshal Tillema answering questions
from the Committee regarding new zoning impacts in the desert and how the maps relate to
tribal lands.

No action was taken as this was an informational only item.

. Improving Safety along Highway 74

Ms. Felci presented the staff report and the legislative efforts to better understand and safety
along Highway 74.

Brief member discussion ensued regarding reasons for support, along with Councilmember
Garner providing an update on what Supervisor Perez’s office is doing regarding the issue.
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IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AND SECONDED BY ACEO PARADISE
TO SUPPORT ASSMEBLY BILL 1145, ALSO KNOWN AS TRISTAN’S BILL, TO ANALYZE
AND ADDRESSS SAFETY ON HIGHWAY 74

THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 10 AYES AND 2 MEMBERS ABSENT

Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez AYE
Mayor Pro Tem Raymond Gregory AYE
Councilmember Frank Figueroa ABSENT
Councilmember Daniel Pitts AYE
Councilmember Toper Taylor AYE
Councilmember Waymond Fermon AYE
Councilmember John Pena AYE
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla ABSENT
Councilmember Grace Garner AYE
Councilmember Eve Fromberg Edelstein AYE
ACEO Michelle Paradise AYE
Tribal Chair Joseph Mirelez AYE

9. INFORMATION - The following item was provided for information only:
A. Attendance Record

10. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

None

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilmember Fermon shared that he was recently invited to present at a Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) conference on the topic of traffic safety, where
he showcased CV Sync and CV Link. He expressed his gratitude to the Committee, the
Transportation Committee, and CVAG for their ongoing efforts to improve transportation and
connectivity throughout the valley.

The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, May 12, 2025, at
9:00 a.m. at the CVAG conference room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 104, Palm Desert,
92260.

The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, February 24, 2025, at

4:30 p.m. at the CVAG conference room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 104, Palm Desert,
92260.

12. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Gregory adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted, Elysia Regalado, Management Analyst
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