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Coachella Valley Association of Governments

The Coachella Valley Association of

Governments (CVAG) is a council of governments

in the Coachella Valley and eastern Riverside
County that funds and delivers transportation
projects, operates regional programs and
coordinates government services in order to
improve and address issues of regional
significance. CVAG’s activities include, but are
not limited to, improving the regional
transportation system, providing services to the
chronically homeless and promoting the use of
green energy and sustainability. CVAG's
membership includes 10 cities, the County of
Riverside and four Indian tribes. As an
organization committed to addressing issues of
common interest and concern of its member
agencies, CVAG strives to implement regional
programs and policies that advance a better
quality of life and balanced growth for residents,
businesses and tourists of Central and Eastern
Riverside County.

The legislative platform will guide the tracking
and analysis of priority legislative, budget,
regulatory, and administrative issues at the
federal and state levels. It will assist in providing
staff and lobbyists guidance on policy-related
matters that may impact the operation and
implementation of the various programs and
services offered by CVAG. This document will
facilitate the development of a federal and state
strategy and focused action plan to address the
needs and priorities of CVAG and its member
jurisdictions.
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Reliable, sustainable and safe multimodal
transportation infrastructure is a top priority for the
Coachella Valley Association of Governments as it
strives to support the transportation needs of
current and future residents and visitors.

Supporting and securing funding for clean energy
and energy efficiency initiatives that reduce our
carbon footprint, improve air quality, and increase

climate resiliency for our member agencies and our

residents.

Conservation of the Coachella Valley’s natural
resources and maintaining and growing our rich and
abundant wildlife is a focus of CVAG and our
members.

Deployment of middle-mile infrastructure that can
facilitate a high-speed last-mile broadband network
for beneficial use among CVAG's residents,
businesses, and members is key to the success and
vitality of CVAG and the communities it serves.

Addressing the dual challenges of homelessness
and development of affordable housing through
regional solutions is critical to ensuring a high

quality of life in the Coachella Valley.

Maintaining a safe and secure community, free of
crime, while ensuring clean and engaging public
spaces, is essential to maintaining vibrant and
growing business and residential communities.
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STATE

Fighting for Fairness and Funding

Support legislative efforts that improve funding opportunities for the Coachella Valley in the state’s
Cap-and-Trade program and oppose policies that disproportionately disadvantage the CVAG region to
compete for funding.

Support policies that allow for a diverse set of social equity metric measuring tools to qualify and
compete for Cap-and-Trade funded programs including, but not limited to, household income and the
AB 1550 low-income definition and oppose efforts that would limit use to, or increase reliance on, the
CalEnviroScreen in grant programs.

Support legislative efforts, regulation and guidance that allows for virtual public meetings to continue
for regional agencies, such as AB 361, to facilitate access to meetings and allow for increased
efficiencies and effectiveness in conducting public meetings while also reducing vehicle miles traveled.
Support legislative and regulatory changes to the Transformative Climate Communities program to
allow eligible and qualifying planning grant recipients to also be eligible and qualify to apply for
implementation grants.

Support policy changes to funding programs that use the CalEnviroScreen tool that would broaden
eligible competitive areas and that better reflect the diversity in the Coachella Valley.

Oppose legislative and regulatory actions that utilize CalEnviroScreen and high-housing density criteria,
which favor large urban centers, to determine allocation of state grant funds and would decrease
funding competitiveness for areas such as the Coachella Valley.

Oppose program guidelines that use transit-oriented development standards, such as the Affordable
Housing and Sustainable Communities program, that disproportionately favor large urban centers and
do not reflect the reality of growth and development in the Coachella Valley, therefore decreasing
funding opportunities for the CVAG region.

Advocate for policy changes that allow for regional variances related to transit quality, transit
frequency and density related to housing-oriented development, to allow the CVAG region better
compete for funding in the state’s Cap-and-Trade program.

Transportation

Bridges, Regional Arterials and Improved Access

Support regional efforts to increase passenger rail service between Los Angeles and the Coachella
Valley, including funding opportunities and actions by the Facilitate Equitable Deals task force to
improve coordination and collaboration with Union Pacific Railroad (FED-UP).

Support legislation that increases funding opportunities for bridges, interchanges and regional arterials
in the Coachella Valley.

Support efforts by the California Department of Transportation, Riverside County Transportation
Commission, San Diego Association of Governments and the San Bernardino Association of
Governments, to implement congestion projects identified in the Inland Empire Multimodal Corridor
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Plan that increase mobility to and from the CVAG region, including increased funding for bypass roads,

bridges and transportation improvements in the pass area.

Support California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) reform to expedite and streamline project
delivery for transportation projects.

Support and advocate for actions that increase transportation resources in the City of Blythe and local
Tribal Nations, to address historic underinvestment and improve mobility, economic development
opportunities and quality of life.

Monitor the state’s road charge pilot program and other potential replacement mechanisms for the
state gasoline excise tax.

Monitor legislative changes to Senate Bill 1 (Statutes 2017); oppose efforts to divert funding to non-
transportation related uses, such as housing, or otherwise qualifying eligibility of SB 1 funds on non-
transportation related goals and objectives.

Monitor implementation of the California Action Plan for Transportation Infrastructure (CAPTI) and
opposed policies that decrease funding opportunities for the Coachella Valley.

Oppose legislative changes that create or strengthen a nexus between the availability of
transportation funding and local jurisdictions’ ability to meet their requirements under the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) numbers.

Oppose legislative or regulatory policies that decrease local decision-making authority regarding use of
local funds for priority transportation projects.

Monitor legislation that would increase voter approval thresholds for the creation, extension, or
increase of local transportation tax measures and support regional efforts by RCTC to clarify their
authorities and establish diversified and flexible funding sources such as those created in other
counties via AB 1413 that allow sub-regional funding mechanisms to advance local priority projects.

Active Transportation

Support increased funding for the Active Transportation Program (ATP) to address the backlog of
applications and increase the program’s funding capacity.

Support increased investment in active transportation infrastructure as a component of other state-
funded transportation programs that increase access and opportunities for walking, biking, and
complete streets that connect the multimodal transportation system.

Support policies and programs that promote increased use of active transportation infrastructure and
systems.

Support efforts that streamline project delivery, build local capacity such as additional technical
assistance, and provide increased flexibility to innovate and strategically invest funds to meet local
needs.

Oppose legislative, regulatory, and administrative efforts to score ATP applications on non-
transportation related criteria, such as housing-related policies, CalEnviroScreen and policies which
would hinder low density areas like the Coachella Valley and the City of Blythe.

Oppose changes to the ATP that would decrease CVAG’s competitiveness, such as the elimination of
leveraged funding and other categories that are advantageous to CVAG and its members jurisdictions.



Intelligent Transportation Systems

Support programs that leverage technology to improve mobility, increase goods movement efficiency,
reduce emissions and help to mitigate environmental impacts.

Identify state programs and funding that supplement CVAG’s CV Sync project.

Monitor legislation that incorporates innovative technologies into the state transportation system,
such as zero or near-zero emission vehicles, autonomous vehicles, and small electric mobility devices
that improve transportation accessibility, efficiency and reduce environmental impacts.

Energy and Environment

Support legislative and regulatory efforts to increase the flexibility of funding programs from the
California Air Resources Board’s Cap-and-Trade Program to ensure the Coachella and Palo Verde
Valleys get their fair share, including taking into account regional variances related to growth, housing,
and greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction strategies.

Support increased investments of the state GHG reduction funds toward transportation projects to
reduce transportation related GHG emissions.

Support investments in Cap-and-Trade funded programs, such as the Clean Vehicle Rebate Program,
Single-Family Energy Efficiency, and Low-income Weatherization programs.

Advocate for changes in the CalEnviroscreen mapping tool that reflect the socio-economic realities of
the diverse communities in the Coachella Valley and Palo Verde Valleys, or the use of alternative tools
such as household income per the AB 1550 designation.

Support policies that ensure criteria for defining disadvantaged communities and environmental
justice areas accurately represent eastern Riverside County, including those that mirror AB 1550
community mapping, in order to ensure the region can compete for funding opportunities.

Support policies, programs, and funding for electric vehicle charging infrastructure and increased use
of electric vehicles in the region.

Support efforts that provide necessary resources for implementation of the Coachella Valley Multiple
Species Habitat Conservation Plan as well as resources for desert communities to prepare and adapt to
changing climate and natural disasters, such as the Climate Resiliency programs.

Support funding for programs that support local planning and response measures to extreme heat
events, including nature-based solutions, to protect critical infrastructure, habitat and public health
and safety.

Support legislation that provides funding for the restoration and revitalization of the Salton Sea to limit
regional impacts to air quality, wildlife habitat, and health of communities, including the Phase One: 10
Year Plan.

Support efforts at the Salton Sea that facilitate economic development, such as lithium extraction.
Monitor actions related to the 1934 Agreement of Compromise between Imperial Irrigation District
and the Coachella Valley Water District and support Coachella Valley Energy Commission efforts to
achieve a permanent service option and governance structure between Coachella Valley stakeholders
and IID post-2033.



Identify programs and support legislation that provides funding for clean energy, energy efficiency,
decarbonization, and green building programs.

Monitor legislative and regulatory efforts related to vehicle electrification and building
decarbonization that would add new requirements to local governments, including Title 24 building
standards.

Monitor implementation of the state’s climate resiliency efforts and efforts related to environmental
justice communities and AB 617 (Statutes of 2017) emission reduction funding programs.

Support policies and funding that expand access for rooftop solar to households of all incomes.
Monitor issues related to Net Energy Metering and initiatives that impact availability and affordability
of rooftop solar.

Broadband

Support funding and implementation of the Coachella Valley’s middle-mile broadband project and the
programs to assist with last-mile connections that bridge the digital divide in the Coachella Valley.
Monitor legislative and regulatory actions related to SB 156 (Statutes of 2021) and related actions by
the California Department of Technology and the Office of Broadband and Digital Literacy.

Monitor the California Middle-Mile Advisory Committee and its recommendations regarding
implementation of middle-mile infrastructure.

Monitor the California Public Utilities Commissions proceedings related to broadband infrastructure
implementation, such as Rulemaking (R.) 20-09-001 and Rulemaking proceeding, R.20-08-021.

Homelessness and Affordable Housing

Support increased investment in, and creation of, programs that assist local governments, counties
and regional collaborations to address the challenges associated with homelessness.

Support legislative efforts that allow for sustainable financing options, as outlined in CVAG’s Regional
Early Action Plan (REAP) and member jurisdictions’ Local Early Action Plans (LEAP), in order to address
housing shortages and provide affordable housing options.

Support efforts by Lift to Rise to establish the Coachella Valley Housing Catalyst Fund to increase
housing production in the Coachella Valley and create homeownership opportunities for low- and very
low-income families, permanent supportive housing for the homeless and address unpermitted
mobilehome park issues.

Support CEQA reform to streamline the delivery of housing projects.

Monitor the Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Program and advocate for increased
flexibility and changes that ensure a greater share of funding is available to areas that don’t have
Transit Oriented Developments (TOD) and thereby more accurately account for unique community
characteristics and growth patterns in the Coachella Valley.

Support the extension of state-funded solutions, including Project RoomKey and Project HomeKey,
with an emphasis on ensuring those investments are used in the Coachella Valley.



Support legislative efforts that would allow local jurisdictions to implement, if they choose, programs

and ordinances that require unsheltered individuals to accept housing solutions and treatment
solutions.

Support efforts to establish homeless courts that can help local jurisdictions provide additional
solutions and services for homeless individuals.

Support legislative efforts that would allow local jurisdictions to implement, if they choose, programs
and ordinances that increase the available housing units and/or require unsheltered individuals to
accept housing solutions and treatment solutions so long as there are adequate housing units
available.

Public Safety

Support programs and policies that provide funding for the CVAG region to obtain, enhance, operate,
maintain and update early earthquake warning systems.

Monitor legislation and executive orders related to the COVID-19 pandemic and other public health
and safety emergencies and support programs that provide assistance to negatively impacted
communities in the Coachella Valley.

Monitor legislation impacting race, diversity, and inclusion policies as it pertains to local law
enforcement.

Support and advocate for additional judgeships in Riverside County to address the chronic backlog of
cases.



FEDERAL

Transportation

Bridges, Regional Arterials and Improved Access

Support regional efforts for the Coachella Valley-San Gorgonio Pass Rail Corridor Service (CV Rail),
including funding opportunities to advance the preferred alternative, to support alternate
transportation modes and better connect desert communities and attractions with Los Angeles,
Orange County and the Inland Empire.

Support actions by the Riverside County Transportation Commission, the Federal Railroad
Administration and the California Department of Transportation that advance CV Rail.

Support advocacy efforts by the Facilitate Equitable Deals Task Force to improve coordination and
collaboration with Union Pacific Railroad (FED-UP).

Support outside funding for CVAG’s priority projects as outlined in the Transportation Project
Prioritization Study (TPPS), including interchanges along the Interstate 10 corridor and State Highway
Route 86, in order to reduce the burden on regional and local funds.

Support legislative and regulatory efforts that increase funding for the expansion and improvement of
regional arterial projects that improve public safety, encourage economic development, ease traffic
congestion, and reduce air quality and environmental impacts.

Support efforts by Riverside County Transportation Commission, San Diego Association of
Governments and the San Bernardino Association of Governments, to reduce congestion and increase
mobility to and from the CVAG region, including increased funding for bypass roads, bridges and
transportation improvements in the pass area.

Support Congressionally directed spending requests for transportation projects in the Coachella Valley
and in eastern Riverside County.

Support increased funding for Tribal nations in the Coachella Valley for implementation of regional
transportation projects.

Support efforts that expand public transportation opportunities in the City of Blythe, including
increased transit.

Support National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) reform to expedite and streamline environmental
review and project delivery for transportation projects.

Support efforts that dedicate funding for goods movements projects, including grade separation
projects, in eastern Riverside County.

Oppose efforts that decrease local control and decision-making regarding local revenue sources,
including, but not limited to, Measure A sales tax revenue and the Transportation Uniform Mitigation
Fee (TUMF).

Oppose efforts that would divert revenue derived from transportation sources to non-transportation
related projects or activities.

Oppose efforts to eliminate or decrease use of state and local transportation funds for capacity
enhancement projects and monitor one-size-fits-all approaches regarding their use.



e Monitor implementation of programs in the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (2021
Infrastructure Bill) and the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA 2022), such as the Bridge Investment
Program, and support funding for existing programs such as the Highway Bridge Program and the
Transportation Infrastructure Financing Innovation Act (TIFIA) Program.

e Monitor regulatory and legislative changes to the Federal Highway Administration’s Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program and oppose efforts that impose additional
requirements on, or decrease funding for, CVAG or its member agencies.

e Monitor efforts that would make changes to the Clean Air Act and associated transportation programs
to meet nonattainment or maintenance requirements.

e Monitor potential replacement mechanisms for the federal gasoline excise tax.

Active Transportation

e Support policies and programs that provide funds for regional projects identified in CVAG's Active
Transportation Plan.

e Advocate for increased federal funding to the state's Active Transportation Program, including
opportunities to augment the program through the Reconnecting Communities and the Neighborhood
Access and Equity grant programs.

e Monitor legislative and regulatory activity related to new mobility devices, such as scooters and
automated vehicles, to ensure adequate safety compatibility with active transportation systems.

Intelligent Transportation Systems

e Identify and pursue funding opportunities that support, expand or leverage intelligent transportation
systems, including CVAG’s synchronization (CV Sync) traffic signal program.

e  Monitor legislative and regulatory changes to funding sources for intelligent transportation systems,
including the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality program, and oppose efforts to decrease funding
for non-attainment areas.

Energy and Environment

e Support legislation and programs that invest in projects that achieve environmental benefits, including
improved air and water quality, water and energy conservation, and urban greening and heat
mitigation initiatives in the region.

e Support programs that fund implementation of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan and that support habitat restoration in the Coachella Valley.

e Support Salton Sea Authority efforts related to Salton Sea projects and legislation that provides
funding for the restoration and revitalization of the Salton Sea, including the Phase One: 10 Year Plan.

e Support legislation that facilitates environmentally sensitive renewable energy development at the
Salton Sea Known Geothermal Resource Area, including lithium extraction.



Support legislation that provides funding for electric vehicle infrastructure and incentives for early
adoption of electric vehicles.

Monitor federal legislative, regulatory, and administrative activities that may impact the Coachella
Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan and the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan.

Monitor legislative and regulatory actions that may impact Property Assessed Clean Energy programs.
Identify programs and support legislation that provides funding for clean energy, energy efficiency,
decarbonization and green building programs.

Monitor and support funding opportunities for wildlife crossing structures to increase habitat
connectivity and decrease wildlife-vehicle collisions in areas where populations are fragmented by
highways and interstates.

Support policies and funding that expand access for rooftop solar to households of all incomes.
Monitor issues related to Net Energy Metering and initiatives that impact availability and affordability
of rooftop solar.

Broadband

Support and advocate for funding for open access middle-mile infrastructure to facilitate last-mile
connections and leverage existing networks and construction projects to build networks, when
possible.

Support efforts and funding that prioritize connectivity to unserved and underserved communities and
community anchor institutions.

Support and identify programs that support middle-mile and last-mile broadband infrastructure and
that leverage dig-once opportunities such as CVAG’s CV Sync project.

Monitor actions by the Federal Communications Commission related to broadband and
implementation of the broadband investments as authorized in the 2021 infrastructure Bill.

Homeless and Affordable Housing

Identify and advocate for opportunities for CVAG’s member agencies to secure funding that assists in
building affordable housing and increasing housing opportunities for low-, moderate-, and workforce
housing.

Monitor and support programs and funding for CVAG’s CV Housing First program and regional
solutions to addressing homelessness.

Public Safety

Identify, monitor and support legislation that provides funding for operations, maintenance, and
updates to early earthquake warning systems.

Identify funding opportunities for member jurisdictions to mitigate and reduce the incidents of green
waste fires.
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Monitor legislation and administrative actions related to race, diversity and inclusion policies as it

pertains to law enforcement.
Monitor and support funding opportunities that will assist in the reduction of the spread of COVID-19
and other public health and safety concerns, to assist public entities in their response.
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