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1. CALL TO ORDER OF THE HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE 

 
The Homelessness Committee meeting was called to order by Chair John Peña, Mayor Pro 
Tem, City of La Quinta, at 10:08 a.m. at Palm Desert City Council Chambers located at 73-
510 Fred Waring Drive in Palm Desert. Teleconferencing was available from 27119 
Cottonwood Avenue, Building B, 2nd Floor, in Moreno Valley, CA.  
 

2. ROLL CALLOF THE HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE 
 
A roll call of the Homelessness Committee was taken, and it was determined that a quorum was 
present. Those in attendance were as follows: 
 
Members Present 
City of Desert Hot Springs   Mayor Pro Tem Jan Pye 
City of Blythe     Councilmember Johnny Rodriguez* 
City of Cathedral City    Councilmember Raymond Gregory *   
City of Coachella    Councilmember Denise Delgado  
City of Indio Councilmember Waymond Fermon, Vice Chair 
City of La Quinta     Mayor Pro Tem John Peña, Chair  
City of Palm Desert    Councilmember Kathleen Kelly 
City of Palm Springs    Mayor Pro Tem Ron deHarte 
City of Rancho Mirage   Councilmember Lynn Mallotto  
Riverside County – District 4 Public Policy Advisor Amy Cuen-McDuffie 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Vice Chair Joseph Mirelez  
  
Members and Ex-Officios Present  
Shelter from the Storm   Angelina Coe 
 

 Members and Ex-Officios Not Present    
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians        Councilmember John Preckwinkle III 
City of Indian Wells    Councilmember Donna Griffith   
Desert Healthcare District              Director Carole Rogers, RN   
Coachella Valley Housing Coalition  Pedro S.G. Rodriguez 
Martha’s Village and Kitchen   Samuel Hollenbeck 
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission  Darla Burkett   
 

 *Arrived at Item 6 
 
3. CALL TO ORDER OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
The Public Safety Committee meeting was called to order by Chair Waymond Fermon, 
Councilmember, City of Indio, at 10:09 a.m. at Palm Desert City Council Chambers 

The audio file for this meeting can be found at: http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm 

http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm
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located at 73-510 Fred Waring Drive in Palm Desert. Teleconferencing was available 
from 27119 Cottonwood Avenue, Building B, 2nd Floor, in Moreno Valley, CA. 

 
 
4. ROLL CALL OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

A roll call of the Public Safety Committee was taken, and it was determined that a 
quorum was present. Those in attendance were as follows: 

 
Members Present  
 
City of Blythe 
City of Cathedral City 
City of Coachella  
City of Desert Hot Springs 
City of Indian Wells 
City of Indio 
City of La Quinta 
City of Palm Desert 
City of Palm Springs 
City of Rancho Mirage 
County of Riverside 
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
 

 
Vice Mayor Johnny Rodriguez*  
Councilmember Raymond Gregory, Vice Chair* 
Councilmember Frank Figueroa 
Mayor Pro Tem Jan Pye, alternate 
Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitman * 
Councilmember Waymond Fermon, Chair 
Councilmember John Peña  
Councilmember Evan Trubee, alternate 
Councilmember Grace Garner  
Councilmember Lynn Mallotto, alternate 
Assist. County Executive Officer Michelle Paradise  
Tribal Vice Chair Joseph Mirelez 

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present 

 
Cathedral City Police 
Cathedral City Fire 
Indio Police Department  
Palm Springs Police 
 

 
  Chief of Police George Crum/Deputy Chief Rick Sanchez  
  Fire Chief Michael Contreras 
  Lieutenant Doug Haynes/Sergeant Abraham Plata  
  Lieutenant William Hutchinson  
   

 Members & Ex-Officios Not Present 
 
 Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Tribal Councilmember John Preckwinkle III 
 Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Emergency Services Manager Robert Bradbury 

California Highway Patrol   Commander Dennis Woodbury 
Cathedral City Fire    Fire Chief Michael Contreras    
Desert Hot Springs Police   Chief of Police Jim Henson 
District Attorney’s Office   Assistant DA Rodney Tethal  
Palm Desert Sheriff’s Substation  Dean Agnoletto, Captain 
Palm Springs Fire    Fire Chief Paul Alvarado 
Riverside County Probation   Chief Probation Officer Ron Miller 
Riverside County Sheriff's Department Sheriff Chad Bianco  
Thermal Sheriff Station                                Captain Michael Bianco 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol                 Assistant Chief Patrol Agent David Kim 
 
*Arrived at item 6 

 
5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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Councilmember Evan Trubee led the committees in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON JOINT COMMITTEE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Christian Jelmberg, founder of Street Life Project, commented on Item 9A and asked 
what the current steps are that public safety agencies are taking to assist the homeless 
on the street regarding case management. He also provided an update on their program 
efforts to build a tiny home village. 

 
7. HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE CHAIR / PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

CHAIR/CVAG STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Chief Operating Officer Erica Felci thanked the City of Palm Desert for providing the 
Chambers for the joint meeting and provided the audience with information about the 
room logistics and meeting format. 

 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER FERMON AND SECONDED BY VICE CHAIR 
MIRELEZ TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR. 

A. Receive and file the quarterly report for the CV Housing First program, representing 
clients served in the second quarter of 2024 

 

 
HOMELESSNESS COMMITTEE  
 
THE MOTION TO CARRIED WITH 11 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT   

 
COUNCILMEMBER PRECKWINKLE ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER RODRIGUEZ AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER DELGADO AYE 
DIRECTOR ROGERS ABSENT 
MAYOR PRO TEM PYE AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER GRIFFITH  ABSENT 
COUNCILMEMBER FERMON   AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM PEÑA AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER KELLY AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM DEHARTE   AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER MALLOTTO   AYE 
ADVISOR CUEN-MCDUFFIE AYE 
VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ    AYE 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 12 AYES AND 1 MEMBERS ABSENT.  
COUNCILMEMBER PRECKWINKLE 
COUNCILMEMBER RODRIGUEZ 
COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY 

     ABSENT 
     AYE  
     AYE 

COUNCILMEMBER FIGUEROA      AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM PYE      AYE 
MAYOR PRO TEM WHITMAN      AYE  
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COUNCILMEMBER FERMON      AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER PEÑA      AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER TRUBEE      AYE 
COUNCILMEMBER GARNER      AYE  
COUNCILMEMBER MALLOTTO      AYE 
ASSISTANT CEO PARADISE 
TRIBAL VICE CHAIR MIRELEZ 

     AYE 
     AYE 

 
 
9. DISCUSSION / ACTION 
 

The following items were presented to both committees for their consideration and 
approval. 
 

A. Regional ramifications of the Supreme Court Ruling in Grants Pass v. Johnson 
 
1. Big picture overview in Riverside County 

Greg Rodriguez, County of Riverside Housing and Workforce Solutions’ Deputy 
Director for Government Affairs and Community Engagement, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation of the big picture overview in Riverside County. 
 

2. Update from Palm Springs Police  
Palm Springs Police Lieutenant William Hutchinson provided an update regarding the 
City of Palm Springs’ ordinance and how they have handled encampments in their city.  

3. Update from Indio Police 
Lieutenant Hayes and Sergeant Plata provided an update regarding the City of Indio 
regarding their policy and city ordinance.   
 

4. Next steps for the Coachella Valley 
Ms. Felci opened the floor for discussion from committee members to provide staff 
direction the approach whether they would like to create a model ordinance for the 
Coachella Valley that addresses homeless encampments on public property. 
 
A lengthy and robust member discussion ensued between both Committees. Members 
debated the implications of an ordinance or policy approach, with members expressing 
mixed views on whether existing city ordinances were enough. Staff addressed 
questions. Based on feedback from with the members and presenters, a consensus 
was reached that staff explore the creation of a “good neighbor” policy to present to the 
committees at a future meeting date, and also bring back a model ordinance under 
development by Riverside County. 

 
 
10. EX OFFICIOS UPDATES 
 

A. Updates from Ex Officio Members of the Homelessness Committee  
 
Angelina Coe, Executive Director from Shelter From The Storm, provided a program update 
to the committees and reports that October is Domestic Violence Awareness month and 
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asks that people wear Thursday’s in remembrance of victims who did not survive. She is 
also asking people to participate in the Challenge 100 on social media in support.  

 
B. Updates from Ex Officio Members of the Public Safety Committee  

 
County of Riverside Assistant CEO Michelle Paradise announced on behalf of Supervisor 
Perez that there will be a Justice System Symposium on Thursday, October 10 at the UCR 
Palm Desert Campus.  
 
 

11. INFORMATION 
 

A. Attendance Record for the Homelessness Committee 
 

B. Attendance Record for the Public Safety Committee 
 

C. Virtual participation in CVAG’S meetings 
 
 
12. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
None. 
 
 

13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The next meeting of the Homelessness Committee will be held on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2024, at 10 a.m. at the CVAG Conference Room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, 
Suite 104, Palm Desert, 92260. 

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, November 18, 
2024, at 9 a.m. at the CVAG conference room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 104, Palm 
Desert, 92260.  

 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, September 30, 
2024, at 4:30 p.m. at the CVAG conference room, 73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 104, 
Palm Desert, 92260.  
 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT OF HOMELESSNESS AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEES –  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:41 a.m.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Elysia Regalado, Management Analyst    
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