
 
ATTENTION: PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A UNIQUE PANELIST LINK 

BY EMAIL. PLEASE USE THIS LINK TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING. 

 

 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

MEETING AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2022 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361 and the findings made by CVAG, this meeting will only be conducted via 

video/teleconferencing. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Members of the public may use the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87463016891?pwd=WXh2TUl6NkNsS2l4UlFHTDF6UkRBQT09 

Password: 516088 
 

One Tap Mobile: +16699009128,,87463016891# 

Dial In: +1 669 900 9128 

Webinar ID:  874 6301 6891 

Password: 516088 

 
 

This will provide listening access and ability to address the 
Public Safety Committee when called upon. 

 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONNECT VIA DIAL IN OPTION, PLEASE CALL 760-346-1127. 

Public comment is encouraged to be emailed to the Public Safety Committee meeting prior to the meeting 
at cvag@cvag.org by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the committee meeting. Comments intended to be 

read aloud should be no more than 300 characters. 

THIS MEETING IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE. 
ACTION MAY RESULT ON ANY ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA. 

 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87463016891?pwd=WXh2TUl6NkNsS2l4UlFHTDF6UkRBQT09
mailto:cvag@cvag.org


 

 

UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, ALL ACTION ITEMS WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR FINAL APPROVAL. 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Waymond Fermon, Mayor, City of Indio 
 
 
2. ROLL CALL   
 
A. Member Roster           P4            
  
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
   
A. Moment of Silence  
   
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 
This is the time and place for members of the public to address the Public Safety 
Committee on agenda items. At the discretion of the Chair, comments may be taken at 
the time items are presented. Please limit comments to three (3) minutes. 

 
 
5. CHAIR /COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS 
 
 
6. EX-OFFICIO UPDATES 
 
 
 
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
A. Approve the June 13, 2022 Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes              P5 

 
B. Approve the August 8, 2022 Public Safety Committee Special Meeting Minutes        P10   

     
     

 
8. DISCUSSION/ ACTION 

 
A. Presentation: Research-based Community Policing in Palm Springs    P12  

– Palm Springs Police Chief Andrew Mills  
 
Recommendation:  Information 
 
 

B. Public Safety Concerns Related to Mylar Balloons – Erica Felci   P13  
 
Recommendation:  Provide direction on pursuing a model ordinance that limits the sale 
and/or possession of Mylar balloons in order to address power outages in the Coachella 
Valley 
 
 
 



 

 

C. Election of Public Safety Committee Officers – Erica Felci    P18   
 
Recommendation:  Elect a Chair and Vice Chair for the Public Safety Committee for  
Fiscal Year 2022/2023 

 
 

9. INFORMATION  
         
A. Attendance Record          P20   

 
B. Feedback from Members on the Continued Use of Virtual Meetings          P21  

 
C. Additional Information on Coachella Valley’s Response and Readiness to Active     P23   

Shooter Situations  

 

 
10. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

This is the time and place for members of the public to address the Public Safety Committee 
on items of general interest within the purview of this committee.  Please limit comments to 
two (2) minutes. 
 
 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, 
November 14, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, September 
26, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 



Item 2A 

 

Voting Members 

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Councilmember John Preckwinkle III 

City of Blythe Councilmember Johnny Rodriguez 

City of Cathedral City Councilmember Raymond Gregory 

City of Coachella Councilmember Megan Beaman-Jacinto – VICE CHAIR 

City of Desert Hot Springs Councilmember Roger Nuñez 

City of Indian Wells Councilmember Greg Sanders 

City of Indio Mayor Waymond Fermon - CHAIR 

City of La Quinta Councilmember John Pena 

City of Palm Desert Councilmember Karina Quintanilla 

City of Palm Springs Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner 

City of Rancho Mirage  Councilmember Iris Smotrich  

County of Riverside Supervisor V. Manuel Perez 

Ex-Officio Members 

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Robert Bradbury, Emergency Services Manager 

California Highway Patrol Dennis Woodbury, Commander 

Cathedral City Fire John Muhr, Fire Chief 

Cathedral City Police George Crum, Chief of Police 

Desert Hot Springs Police Jim Henson, Chief of Police 

District Attorney’s Office Michael Hestrin, District Attorney 

Indio Police Mike Washburn, Chief of Police 

Palm Desert Sheriff Station Dean Agnoletto, Captain 

Palm Springs Fire Vacant 

Palm Springs Police Andrew Mills, Chief of Police 

Riverside County Fire Department Robert Fish, Deputy Chief 

Riverside County Probation Department Ron Miller, Chief Probation Officer 

Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Sheriff Chad Bianco 

Thermal Sheriff Station Michael Bianco, Captain 

U.S. Border Patrol David Kim 

 



ITEM 7A 

 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chair Waymond Fermon, City of Indio, at 
9:02 a.m. via Zoom videoconference, pursuant to AB 361 and the guidelines for virtual meetings. 
 

2. ROLL CALL - Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum was present. 
 

Members Present  
 
Aqua Caliente Band of  
Cahuilla Indians 
City of Cathedral City 
City of Desert Hot Springs 
City of Indio 
City of La Quinta 
City of Palm Springs 
City of Rancho Mirage 
City of Coachella 
City of Palm Desert  
County of Riverside 

 
John Preckwinkle III 
 
Councilmember Raymond Gregory  
Councilmember Roger Nuñez 
Mayor Waymond Fermon, Chair 
Councilmember John Peña  
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner  
Councilmember Iris Smotrich  
Councilmember Megan Beaman-Jacinto, Vice Chair 

Councilmember Karina Quintanilla 
Pat Cooper, Deputy Chief of Staff  (Arrived during Item 3) 
 

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present 

 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Cathedral City Fire 
Cathedral City Police 
Desert Hot Springs Police 
City of Indio Police 
Palm Desert Sheriff’s Substation 
City of Palm Springs Fire 
Riverside County Probation 
Riverside County Sheriff  
California Highway Patrol 
Thermal Sheriff Station 

 
Robert Bradbury, Emergency Services Manager  
Chief John Muhr 
Chief George Crum  
Chief Jim Henson 
Chief Mike Washburn 
Captain Dean Agnoletto  
Chief J. Kevin Nalder 
Cristina Castro 
Lt. David Wright  
Commander Dennis Woodbury 
Captain Michael Bianco 
  
 

 Members & Ex-Officios Not Present    
 
City of Blythe 
City of Indian Wells 
City of Desert Hot Springs 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol 
City of Palm Springs Police 
Riverside County Sheriff’s Dept. 
District Attorney’s Office 
Riverside County Fire 

 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriguez 
Councilmember Greg Sanders 
Councilmember Roger Nuñez 
Assistant Chief Patrol Agent David Kim 
Chief Andrew Mills 
Sheriff Chad Bianco 
Michael Hestrin 
Deputy Chief Robert Fish 

The audio file for this meeting can be found at: http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm  

 

http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm


 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – June 13, 2022 

 

  
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Mayor Fermon led the Public Safety Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS   

None. 

 

5. CHAIR / COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS 

Mayor Fermon asked for a moment of silence and announced the names of the five Marines who 
were killed in a military plane crash on June 8, 2022. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner commented on the recent March For Our Lives rally against gun 
violence, which was held in Palm Springs on June 11th.  
 
Councilmember John Peña announced a presentation that will be provided to the City Council of La 
Quinta on gun safety and suggested a presentation be given at a future Public Safety Committee 
meeting.  
 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla provided additional information on the March For Our Lives rally 
that she attended and recognized Mayor Pro Tem Garner and her mother for their contributions to 
the event and thanked staff and Committee members for the added amended wording for the May 
9, 2022 meeting minutes.  
 
Councilmember Iris Smotrich provided her thoughts on the lack of security officers on campus in the 
Palm Springs Unified School District. In response to Councilmember Smotrich’s comments, 
Councilmember Quintanilla provided an alternative view to having armed officers on school 
campuses.  
 
Mayor Waymond Fermon requested a presentation on gun violence and preparedness be brought 
back to the committee in the near future.  
 
Pat Cooper, Riverside County Deputy Chief of Staff, announced that the County budget hearings 
were taking place today starting at 9:30 a.m.  
 
A. Groundbreaking of Indio’s Public Safety Campus 

 
Mayor Fermon gave a presentation on the new Indio Public Safety Campus.   

 
 

6. EX-OFFICIO COMMENTS 

Chief Washburn shared his thoughts on the need for the new public safety campus and 
indicated that Desert Sands Unified School District does contract with Riverside County 
Sheriff’s department for school campus security.  

  

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – June 13, 2022 

 

IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER PENA AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
RAYMOND TO APPROVE ITEM 7A WITH THE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE INDICATING 
COUNCILMEMBER QUINTANILLA REQUESTED STAFF EXPLORE AN ORDINANCE TO 
LIMIT OR PROHIBIT THE SALE OF MYLAR BALLOONS 

A. Approve the May 9, 2022 Public Safety Committee Minutes 
 

THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 9 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT 

Councilmember John Preckwinkle 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriquez 
Councilmember Raymond Gregory 

AYE  
ABSENT 
AYE  

Councilmember Megan Beaman Jacinto AYE  
Councilmember Roger Nuñez ABSENT 
Councilmember Greg Sanders ABSENT 
Mayor Waymond Fermon AYE 
Councilmember John Peña AYE 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla AYE 
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner AYE 
Councilmember Iris Smotrich AYE 
Deputy Chief of Staff Pat Cooper 
 

AYE 
 

 
8. DISCUSSION / ACTION  

A. CVAG Representative on Riverside County’s Emergency Medical                                        
Care Committee – Erica Felci 

 
       Ms. Felci provided the staff report.  
 

IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER PENA AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
RAYMOND TO NOMINATE COACHELLA CITY MANAGER GABRIEL MARTIN TO SERVE 
AS CVAG’S REPRESENTATIVE ON RIVERSIDE COUNTY’S EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
CARE COMMITTEE FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM THAT ENDS ON JUNE 30, 2025 

THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 9 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT 

Councilmember John Preckwinkle 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriquez 
Councilmember Raymond Gregory 

AYE  
ABSENT 
AYE  

Councilmember Megan Beaman Jacinto AYE  
Councilmember Roger Nuñez ABSENT 
Councilmember Greg Sanders ABSENT 
Mayor Waymond Fermon AYE 
Councilmember John Peña AYE 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla AYE 
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner AYE 
Councilmember Iris Smotrich AYE 
Deputy Chief of Staff Pat Cooper 
 

AYE 
 

 
B. Public Safety Concerns Related to Mylar Balloons – Erica Felci 

 



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – June 13, 2022 

 

Ms. Felci introduced Antonio Ortega from Imperial Irrigation District (IID) who provided 
a detailed presentation on the public safety dangers that Mylar balloons cause with 
power lines.  
 
A robust discussion ensued, with members requesting IID and Southern California 
Edison conduct a public awareness campaign on the safety concerns caused by these 
balloons and discussion of state legislation.  

 
IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER SMOTRICH TO RECOMMEND TO THE CVAG EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE THAT CVAG SUBMIT OF A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR ASSEMBLY BILL 
847 REGARDING ELECTRICALLY CONDUCTIVE BALLOONS 
  

THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 9 AYES AND 3 MEMBERS ABSENT 

Councilmember John Preckwinkle 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriquez 
Councilmember Raymond Gregory 

AYE  
ABSENT 
AYE  

Councilmember Megan Beaman Jacinto AYE  
Councilmember Roger Nuñez ABSENT 
Councilmember Greg Sanders ABSENT 
Mayor Waymond Fermon AYE 
Councilmember John Peña AYE 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla AYE 
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner AYE 
Councilmember Iris Smotrich AYE 
Deputy Chief of Staff Pat Cooper 
 

AYE 
 

 
C. Riverside County’s Coordinated Response to Asylum Seekers – Bruce Barton,                       

Director of Riverside County’s Emergency Management Department 
   

Mr. Barton provided an update on the County’s plans and coordinated services provided  
to asylum seekers.  

 

9. INFORMATION – The following items were provided for information only: 

A. Attendance Record  
 

 
10.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

None.  
 
 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Upcoming Meetings:  

Upcoming Meetings: 

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, September 
12, 2022, at 9 a.m. via Zoom webinar. 



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – June 13, 2022 

 

 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, June 27, 2022, at 
4:30 p.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 
The next meeting of the General Assembly will be held on Monday, June 27, 2022, at 6 p.m. 
via Zoom webinar. 
 

 
12. ADJOURN  

Chair Fermon adjourned the meeting at 10:10 a.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Jennifer Nelson  
Executive Assistant/Clerk 

 
 



ITEM 7B 

 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - The special meeting was called to order by Chair Waymond Fermon, City of 
Indio, at 9:03 a.m. via Zoom videoconference, pursuant to AB 361 and the guidelines for virtual 
meetings. 
 

2. ROLL CALL - Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum was present. 
 

Members Present  
 
Aqua Caliente Band of  
Cahuilla Indians 
City of Cathedral City 
City of Desert Hot Springs 
City of Indian Wells 
City of Indio 
City of La Quinta 
City of Rancho Mirage 
City of Palm Desert  
County of Riverside 
 

 
 
Councilmember John Preckwinkle III 
Councilmember Raymond Gregory  
Councilmember Roger Nuñez 
Councilmember Greg Sanders (Arrived during Item 5 via phone) 

Mayor Waymond Fermon, Chair 
Councilmember John Peña  
Councilmember Iris Smotrich  
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla 
Juan Perez, Chief Operating Officer  

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present 

 
Agua Caliente Band of  
Cahuilla Indians 
Cathedral City Fire 
City of Indio Police 
Palm Desert Sheriff’s Substation 
City of Palm Springs Fire 
City of Cathedral City Police 
City of Palm Springs Police 
Riverside County Probation 
Riverside County Sheriff  
California Highway Patrol 

 
 
Robert Bradbury, Emergency Services Manager  
Chief John Muhr 
Chief Mike Washburn 
Captain Dean Agnoletto  
Chief J. Kevin Nalder 
George Crum, Chief of Police 
Chief Andrew Mills  
Cristina Castro 
Lt. David Wright  
Commander Dennis Woodbury  
 

 Members & Ex-Officios Not Present    
 
City of Blythe 
City of Coachella 
City of Palm Springs 
City of Desert Hot Springs Police 
City of Palm Springs Fire 
Thermal Sheriff Station 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol 
Riverside County Sheriff’s Dept. 
Riverside County Fire 

 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriguez 
Councilmember Megan Beaman-Jacinto, Vice Chair 

Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner  
Chief Jim Henson 
Chief J. Kevin Nadler 
Captain Michael Bianco 
Assistant Chief Patrol Agent David Kim 
Sheriff Chad Bianco 
Deputy Chief Robert Fish 

The audio file for this meeting can be found at: http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm  

 

http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm


 
Public Safety Committee  
Special Meeting Minutes – August 8, 2022 

 

 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Councilmember John Peña, City of La Quinta, led the Public Safety Committee in the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  

 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS   

None. 

 

5. DISCUSSION/ACTION 

A. Roundtable Discussion on Coachella Valley’s Response and Readiness to Active Shooter 
Situations at Schools and Other Soft Targets – Erica Felci 
 
A presentation on response and readiness to active shooter situations was given by 
representatives from various agencies. They included the following speakers: The roundtable 
will feature the following speakers: Indio Police Chief Mike Washburn; Cathedral City Police 
Chief George Crum; Palm Springs Unified School District’s Executive Director of Security and 
Disaster Preparedness Levaughn Smart; Desert Sands Unified School District’s Director of 
Safety and Security Edward Nacua; Coachella Valley Unified School District’s Director of 
Safety and Security Gus Paiz; and Riverside University Health System-Behavioral Health’s 
Desert Region Adult Services Administrator Jim Grisham. 
 
A robust discussion ensued with members requesting additional information on available resources 
to share with their individual organizations and constituents.  
 
No action was taken as this was a discussion item.  
 
 

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Upcoming Meetings:  

Upcoming Meetings: 

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, September 
12, 2022, at 9 a.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, September 26, 2022, 
at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 

 
7. ADJOURN  

Chair Fermon adjourned the meeting at 10:25 a.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jennifer Nelson  
Executive Assistant/Clerk 



 

ITEM 8A 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: Presentation: Research-based Community Policing in Palm Springs 
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)  
 
  
 
Recommendation: Information 
 
Background: In November 2021, the City of Palm Springs named Andrew Mills as the new Chief 
of Police. Chief Mills – who previously was chief of both the Santa Cruz and Eureka police 
departments – announced early on that he would implementing a research-based, community 
policing strategy in the Palm Springs Police Department. Nearly one year into his tenure, Chief 
Mills will provide an update to the CVAG Public Safety Committee about the strategy, how it is 
working and how the City’s residents are responding to the approach.  
 
According to the City’s website, "community policing" is a partnership between the Police 
Department and the residents of Palm Springs to address crime and solve neighborhood 
problems. The approach has a strong focus on neighborhood involvement, including encouraging 
active citizen involvement in policing efforts, as well as communicating with the community. The 
approach varies across Palm Springs, as the police department uses geographically-based crime 
prevention efforts to identify problems, prioritize concerns, and develop solutions. This includes 
analyzing data at the at the block level, neighborhood level and at the city level. Additional 
information about the City’s approach can be found here: 
https://www.palmspringsca.gov/government/departments/police/community-policing  
 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this presentation.  

mailto:efelci@cvag.org
https://www.palmspringsca.gov/government/departments/police/community-policing


ITEM 8B 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 
Subject: Public Safety Concerns Related to Mylar Balloons  
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)    
 
 
Recommendation: Provide direction on pursuing a model ordinance that limits the sale and/or 
possession of Mylar balloons in order to address power outages in the Coachella Valley 
 
Background: At its June 2022 meeting, the Public Safety Committee was provided an update on the 
increasing public safety concerns as it relates to Mylar balloons and power outages. The issue, which 
has drawn attention from both Southern California Edison (SCE) and Imperial Irrigation District (IID), 
involves conversations around liming the sale or possession of Mylar balloons.  
 
Mylar balloons are made with Mylar nylon, a non-biodegradable material, and are typically coated with 
a metallic finish that conducts electricity. These balloons are a common feature at celebratory events 
such as birthdays or graduations, and they stay inflated for two weeks or longer. When they are not 
sufficiently weighted and are released into the air, Mylar balloons have the potential to contact power 
lines, which can result in power outages and fires. In the first couple months of 2022 alone, IID reported 
five outages caused by these balloons, impacting 1,672 customers. IID notes that the outages also 
result in a loss of power to customer medical devices and equipment, can cause damage to IID’s and 
customers’ equipment, and cause fire risks. 
 
Since 1990, California has prohibited the release of Mylar balloons into the air in an effort to help reduce 
power outages. Additional legislative efforts have sought to limit the manufacture or sale of celebratory 
foil balloons. In June 2022, based on the direction and recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, 
the CVAG Executive Committee issued support for Assembly Bill 847, authored by Assemblymember 
Bill Quirk (D-Hayward). AB 847 aims to impose additional regulations to govern the manufacture or sale 
of celebratory foil balloons, including requiring the manufacturer to permanently mark each balloon with 
a statement warning the consumer of either the dangers balloons can cause overhead powerlines or 
requirements for proper disposal. The bill also requires balloons to pass a standard by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers, which is testing balloons at electric distribution voltages without 
causing an electrical fault.  
 
AB 847 passed out of the Legislature before the legislative session ended in August, and is awaiting 
signature by the Governor. However, the bill was amended since CVAG’s committees endorsed it. 
Whereas the bill initially aimed to ban the sale of Mylar balloons in 2026 if they cannot pass the 
standards and requirements, the final version has a much longer phase-out that will start no sooner 
than January 2027 and could extend past 2031. 
 
Given this, CVAG staff is seeking feedback on whether to pursue a model ordinance that would follow 
the lead of other California municipalities that have enacted bans to limit the use of Mylar balloons, 
including limits on the sale or prohibiting them in public parks. As noted in June 2022, IID staff has 

mailto:efelci@cvag.org


 

 

drafted a conceptual model ordinance that provides options for bans on limits and possession. Based 
on the committee’s interest, staff would work with IID and SCE representatives to finalize the language 
and return with proposed language. 
 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this informational update. The development of a model 
ordinance can be covered under existing staff time, should the Public Safety Committee endorse a 
regional approach to addressing Mylar balloons. 
 
 
Attachment: IID’s conceptual model ordinance to limit the use of Mylar balloons  









ITEM 8C 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
Subject: Election of Public Safety Committee Officers  
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org) 
 
  
 
Recommendation:  Elect a Chair and Vice Chair for the Public Safety Committee for Fiscal 
Year 2022/2023 
 
 
Background:  Each fiscal year, the Public Safety Committee considers the election of a Chair 
and Vice Chair. The Committee does not have a formal officer rotation, or a set policy for how to 
select the Chair and Vice Chair.  
 
A list of the officers for this Committee, dating back to 2010, is attached for member information. 
The current Chair is Indio Mayor Waymond Fermon, and the Vice Chair is Coachella 
Councilmember Megan Beaman-Jacinto. 
 
Staff recommends that the Public Safety Committee provide nominations and elect its officers for 
this fiscal year.  
 
Fiscal Analysis:  There is no additional cost to the budget as Public Safety Committee officers 
receive the same per diem as other committee members.  

 
Attachment:  History of Chair and Vice Chair  

mailto:efelci@cvag.org


 
 

 
Chair   Vice Chair 

 
2021/2022 Waymond Fermon  Megan Beaman-Jacinto  
 
2020/2021 Waymond Fermon  Megan Beaman-Jacinto  
 
2019/2020 John Peña  Waymond Fermon  
 
2018/2019 Russell Betts    John Peña    
 
2017/2018 Betty Sanchez   Russell Betts     
 
2016/2017  Betty Sanchez   Russell Betts    
 
2015/2016 Iris Smotrich   Betty Sanchez   
 
2014/2015 Paul Lewin  Iris Smotrich     
 
2013/2014 Paul Lewin   Iris Smotrich    
 
2012/2013 Terry Henderson    Paul Lewin     
 
2011/2012 Mary T. Roche   Terry Henderson   
   
2010/2011 Lee Weigel  Mary T. Roche   
 
2009/2010 Gene Gilbert  Lee Weigel   
 
 
 
  
 



Item 9A

Voting Members JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Aqua Caliente ● ○ ● ○ ● 3 out of 5

City of Blythe ● ● ● ● ○ 4 out of 5

Cabazon Band - Vacant * * * * * 0 out of 5

City of Cathedral City ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

City of Coachella ● ● ○ ● ● 4 out of 5

City of Desert Hot Springs ● ○ ● ● ○ 3 out of 5

City of Indian Wells ● ● ● ○ ○ 3 out of 5

City of Indio ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

City of La Quinta ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

City of Palm Desert ● ● ○ ● ● 4 out of 5

City of Palm Springs ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

City of Rancho Mirage ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

Riverside County ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

Total Attendance Per Meeting 12 10 10 10 9

Ex Officio / Non-Voting Members JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Agua Caliente ● ○ ● ● ● 4 out of 5

California Highway Patrol ● ● ○ ● ● 4 out of 5

Cathedral City Fire ○ ○ ● ● ● 3 out of 5

Cathedral City Police ○ ○ ○ ● ● 2 out of 5

County Probation Department ○ ○ ● ● ● 3 out of 5

Desert Hot Springs Police ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

District Attorney's Office ○ ● ○ ● ○ 2 out of 5

Indio Police ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

Palm Desert Sheriff Station ○ ○ ● ● ● 3 out of 5

Palm Springs Fire ● ● ● ● ● 5 out of 5

Palm Springs Police ● ● ● ○ ○ 3 out of 5

Riverside County Fire ● ● ● ● ○ 4 out of 5

Riverside County Sheriff ○ ● ● ○ ● 3 out of 5

Thermal Sheriff Station ○ ○ ● ○ ● 2 out of 5

U.S. Border Patrol ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 0 out of 5

Total Attendance Per Meeting 7 8 11 11 11

No Meeting 

Vacant *
Present ●
Absent ○

ATTENDED

ATTENDED

COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

ATTENDANCE RECORD

FY2021-2022



ITEM 9B 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Subject: Feedback from Members on the Continued Use of Virtual Meetings 

 

Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)  

   
Recommendation: Information  

Background: All meetings of CVAG’s standing committees are subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act (Gov. 

Code §§ 54950 et seq.), and must be open and public so that any member of the public may attend and 

participate in the meetings. 

Starting in March 2020, CVAG, along with many of its member jurisdictions, began having committee 

meetings via video/ teleconferencing in place of in-person meetings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This 

has proven to be an efficient way to conduct business for CVAG and its sister agencies – the Coachella 

Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) and Desert Community Energy (DCE) – which collectively 

cover an expansive geographic area across eastern Riverside County. Meetings have been well 

attended, leading to thoughtful and robust conversations on policies, projects and programs. The use of 

both videoconference and telephone access has also fostered public engagement, as people can join 

the meetings from a convenient location instead of driving to CVAG’s Palm Desert conference room.  

In May and June 2021, CVAG staff provided information to its committees that it would be seeking 

feedback from members on meeting formats that could be implemented this fiscal year, including 

exploring the options of continuing with at least some form of videoconferencing. The 2021 survey of 

CVAG’s members found overwhelming support for continuing with virtual meetings. In September 2021, 

the CVAG Executive Committee authorized the Chair and/or the Executive Director to advocate for Brown 

Act changes that would allow regional agencies such as CVAG to continue utilizing virtual meetings. With 

the passage of Assembly Bill 361, CVAG, CVCC and DCE have also made findings that support the 

continued use of virtual meetings.  

Over the summer 2022, CVAG staff circulated another survey to elected officials to gauge the interest in 

continued use of virtual meetings. The survey was simplified for members’ ease, and designed for staff 

to identify if there was any particular committee where the members preferred a change. CVAG received 

responses from 33 elected officials who were asked for insight on the committees on which they serve. 

A total of 58 responses were recorded for the standing committees, and 50 of them – or more than 86 

percent – were for continuing virtual meetings. Only eight of the responses indicated a preference for in-

person meetings, which equated to no more than a couple of votes per committee.  

The results were more split for the General Assembly, which includes the elected representatives of every 

member jurisdiction. The General Assembly meets annually, historically on the last Monday in June, to 

adopt a CVAG’s budget as well as elect a Chair and Vice Chair. Of those who replied, 13 preferred virtual 

meetings and 11 preferred in-person meetings.  

mailto:efelci@cvag.org


Finally, the poll asked elected officials about what meeting format would be most beneficial for their 

constituents. Of those who responded, 24 respondents – or more than 70 percent – indicated they prefer 

virtual meetings for their constituents.  

Staff would also note that the use of virtual meetings has generally promoted good attendance, and there 

has not been any meetings rescheduled due to lack of quorum. Virtual meetings have also created less 

impact to member schedules and made it easier for them to attend during the workday. The public also 

benefited from virtual meeting attendance, given they didn’t have to drive to CVAG’s Palm Desert office 

during their busy day. 

Given the feedback, CVAG staff anticipates continued use of Zoom for its meetings and will work with 

the Chair of the Executive Committee about options for the 2023 General Assembly meeting, which will 

be a celebration of CVAG’s 50th anniversary.  

 

 
Fiscal Analysis: There are no additional costs to CVAG hosting virtual meetings. Committee members 
are paid the same stipends as they would in person. 



ITEM 9C 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Subject: Additional Information on Coachella Valley’s Response and Readiness to Active 

Shooter Situations  
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)    
 
 
Recommendation: Information  
 
Background: In August 2022, the Public Safety Committee held a roundtable forum about the 
Coachella Valley’s readiness and response plans to an active shooter situation, particularly at soft 
targets such as schools. The special meeting featured representatives from the Indio and Cathedral 
City Police Departments, the Coachella Valley’s three school districts and from the Riverside University 
Health System-Behavioral Health’s Desert Region. As was noted during the meeting, local law 
enforcement and schools have long planned for the unthinkable scenario of an active shooter situation. 
Additional trainings have been held since the May 24 mass shooting at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, where 19 children and two teachers died in their classrooms.  
 
During the discussion, members of the Public Safety Committee requested additional information on 
some of the programs being utilized locally as well copies of some reports referenced by the presenters. 
With this staff report, CVAG staff is providing the requested follow up: 
 

• Both Cathedral City Police Chief George Crum and Indio Police Chief Mike Washburn 
referenced national statistics. In May 2021, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) released a 20-
year report of active shooter incidents. The report encompasses statistical data of 333 active 
shooter incidents in the United States between 2000 and 2019. The report is attached.  
 

• It was mentioned that local school districts are taking a proactive approach to addressing 
bullying and other incidents that may lead to an unsafe school environment. The following are 
links that the school districts use to easily and anonymously report incidents of concern: 

o Palm Springs Unified: https://app.sprigeo.com/  
o Desert Sands Unified: https://www.psstworld.com/report-it  
o Coachella Valley Unified: https://app.sprigeo.com/district/coachella-valley-unified-

school-district  
 

• School officials noted that teachers and other school staff were undergoing additional training 
opportunities. One of those is ALICE training, which stands for alert, lockdown, inform, counter, 
evacuate. The training program, which is often taught by certified trainers through for-private 
companies, focuses on preparing for violent incidents and active shooter situations. Program. It 
is widely regarded as the first program in the country to use option-based, proactive, survival 
strategies to prepare for active shooter events. The training program has been implemented not 
just by schools but by governmental agencies, businesses, health care organizations, places of 
worship and other organizations and associations.  
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• All three Coachella Valley school districts are also deploying Raptor Technologies, which is an 
integrated school safety software that allows schools to screen visitors, track volunteers, report 
on drills and respond to emergencies. As noted in a recent story by KESQ, the program is 
designed to approve visitors by checking their driver's license before they go onto campus. It 
also provides staff with access to an emergency panic button and silent alarm on every screen. 
The KESQ report, which covers additional security steps beyond Raptor, can be seen here: 
https://kesq.com/news/2022/08/01/hardening-school-security-i-team-investigates-whats-being-
done-to-keep-kids-safe-on-campus/  

 
CVAG will continue to follow up on these items based on the direction of Public Safety Committee 
members.  

  
 

Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this informational update.   
 
Attachment: FBI’s 20-Year Review of Active Shooter Incidents, May 2021 
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