
 
ATTENTION: PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS WILL RECEIVE A UNIQUE PANELIST LINK 

BY EMAIL. PLEASE USE THIS LINK TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING. 

 

 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

MEETING AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2023 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361 and the findings made by CVAG, this meeting will only be conducted via 

video/teleconferencing. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Members of the public may use the following link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83887709016?pwd=MzlTTi9OQjdRWjQ5RHFIYTBYN3hGQT09  
Password: 702485 

 
One Tap Mobile: +16694449171,,83887709016# 

Dial In: +1 669 900 9128 

Webinar ID:  838 8770 9016 

Password: 702485 

 
 

This will provide listening access and ability to address the 
Public Safety Committee when called upon. 

 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CONNECT VIA DIAL IN OPTION, PLEASE CALL 760-346-1127. 

Public comment is encouraged to be emailed to the Public Safety Committee meeting prior to the meeting 
at cvag@cvag.org by 5:00 p.m. on the day prior to the committee meeting. Comments intended to be 

read aloud should be no more than 300 characters. 

THIS MEETING IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE. 
ACTION MAY RESULT ON ANY ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA. 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83887709016?pwd=MzlTTi9OQjdRWjQ5RHFIYTBYN3hGQT09
mailto:cvag@cvag.org


 

 

UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, ALL ACTION ITEMS WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR FINAL APPROVAL. 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Chair Waymond Fermon, Councilmember, City of Indio 
 
 
2. ROLL CALL   
 
A. Member Roster           P4  
  
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
   
A. Moment of Silence  
 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 
This is the time and place for members of the public to address the Public Safety 
Committee on agenda items. At the discretion of the Chair, comments may be taken at 
the time items are presented. Please limit comments to three (3) minutes. 

 
 
5. CHAIR /COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS 
 
 
6. EX-OFFICIO UPDATES 
 
 
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
A. Approve the November 14, 2022 Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes   P5 

 
         

8. DISCUSSION/ ACTION 
 

A. Update on the Looming Closure of Chuckawalla Valley State Prison –   P9 
Presentation by California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
 
Recommendation: Receive a presentation from the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation and amend CVAG’s 2023 State and Federal Legislative Platform to 
include opposition to the planned closure of Chuckawalla Valley State Prison 
 

B. Riverside County’s Coordinated Response to Asylum Seekers –    P13 
Jeff Van Wagenen, Riverside County’s County Executive Officer 
 
Recommendation:  Information 
 

C. Roundtable Discussion of Coachella Valley Crime Trends – Erica Felci  P14 
 
Recommendation:  Information   
 
 
 



 

 

9. INFORMATION  
         
A. Attendance Record          P22 
  

 

 
10. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

This is the time and place for members of the public to address the Public Safety Committee 
on items of general interest within the purview of this committee.  Please limit comments to 
two (2) minutes. 
 
 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, May 8, 
2023, at 9:00 a.m. with additional meeting logistics to be announced. 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, February 27, 
2023, at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 



Item 2A 

 

Voting Members 

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Councilmember John Preckwinkle III 

City of Blythe Councilmember Johnny Rodriguez 

City of Cathedral City Councilmember Raymond Gregory – VICE CHAIR 

City of Coachella Councilmember Frank Figueroa 

City of Desert Hot Springs Mayor Pro Tem Roger Nuñez 

City of Indian Wells Councilmember Dana Reed 

City of Indio Councilmember Waymond Fermon - CHAIR 

City of La Quinta Councilmember John Pena 

City of Palm Desert Mayor Pro Tem Karina Quintanilla 

City of Palm Springs Mayor Grace Garner 

City of Rancho Mirage  Councilmember Meg Marker 

County of Riverside Supervisor V. Manuel Perez 

Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Councilmember Desiree Franco 

Ex-Officio Members 

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Robert Bradbury, Emergency Services Manager 

California Highway Patrol Dennis Woodbury, Commander 

Cathedral City Fire Michael Contreras, Fire Chief 

Cathedral City Police George Crum, Chief of Police 

Desert Hot Springs Police Jim Henson, Chief of Police 

District Attorney’s Office Michael Hestrin, District Attorney 

Indio Police Mike Washburn, Chief of Police 

Palm Desert Sheriff Station Dean Agnoletto, Captain 

Palm Springs Fire Jason Loya, Acting Chief 

Palm Springs Police Andrew Mills, Chief of Police 

Riverside County Fire Department Robert Fish, Deputy Chief 

Riverside County Probation Department Ron Miller, Chief Probation Officer 

Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Sheriff Chad Bianco 

Thermal Sheriff Station Michael Bianco, Captain 

U.S. Border Patrol David Kim 

 



ITEM 7A 

 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chair Waymond Fermon, City of Indio, at 
9:00 a.m. via Zoom videoconference, pursuant to AB 361 and the guidelines for virtual meetings. 
 

2. ROLL CALL - Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum was not present for the 
start of the meeting. A quorum was established during Item 5. 
 

Members Present  
 
Aqua Caliente Band of  
Cahuilla Indians 
City of Cathedral City 
City of Indio 
City of La Quinta 
City of Palm Desert 
City of Palm Springs 
City of Rancho Mirage 
County of Riverside 

 
 
Councilmember John Preckwinkle III (Arrived at Item 8B) 

Councilmember Raymond Gregory, Vice Chair 
Mayor Waymond Fermon, Chair 
Councilmember John Peña  
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla 
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner (Arrived at Item 5) 
Councilmember Iris Smotrich  
Juan Perez, County COO 
 

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present 

 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
California Highway Patrol 
Cathedral City Fire 
Cathedral City Police 
Desert Hot Springs Police 
City of Palm Springs Fire 
Riverside County Probation 
 

 
Robert Bradbury, Emergency Services Manager  
Commander Dennis Woodbury 
Chief Michael Contreras  
Chief George Crum  
Chief Jim Henson 
Acting Fire Chief Jason Loya 
Cristina Castro & Crystal Nieto 
 
 

 Members & Ex-Officios Not Present    
 
City of Blythe 
City of Coachella 
City of Desert Hot Springs 
City of Indian Wells 
District Attorney’s Office 
City of Indio Police 
City of Palm Springs Police 
Riverside County Sheriff  
Palm Desert Sheriff’s Substation 
Thermal Sheriff Station 
Riverside County Fire 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol 
 

 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriguez 
Councilmember Megan Beaman-Jacinto 

Councilmember Roger Nuñez 
Councilmember Greg Sanders 
Michael Hestrin 
Chief Mike Washburn 
Chief Andrew Mills  
Sheriff Chad Bianco 
Captain Dean Agnoletto  
Captain Michael Bianco 
Deputy Chief Robert Fish 
Assistant Chief Patrol Agent David Kim 
 

The audio file for this meeting can be found at: http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm  

 

http://www.cvag.org/audio.htm


 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – November 14, 2022 

 

  
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Vice Chair Raymond Gregory led the Public Safety Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS   

None. 

 

5. CHAIR / COMMITTEE MEMBER/CVAG STAFF COMMENTS 

Vice Chair Gregory announced the City of Cathedral City had sworn in new Fire Chief, Michael 
Contreras, who would address the Committee during Ex Officio comments. 

Chair Fermon recognized the recent Veterans Day, acknowledging both veterans and elected 
officials who celebrated their service. He noted two upcoming Blue Light ceremonies: one on 
December 12 in the City of Riverside and one on November 18 in the City of Indio. He also 
noted community challenges with ghost guns, “smash and grab robberies” as well as street 
racings, including the connections to illegal substance abuse, and asked that additional 
education and information be provided the Committee at a future meeting. 

 
6. EX-OFFICIO COMMENTS 

Chief Contreras made introductory remarks. 

Prior to continuing on with Ex Officio comments, Councilmembers Iris Smotrich and Karina 
Quintanilla both echoed the need for additional information and discussion on street racing 
issues.  

California Highway Patrol Commander Dennis Woodbury noted the CHP’s retail crime task 
force, highlighted some of the CHP’s work on street racing and reminded people that if they 
“see something, say something” to report potential crimes. 

Councilmember John Peña acknowledged that, because she was concluding her term on 
Council, this was Councilmember Smotrich’s last meeting. Councilmember Smotrich, the 
Committee’s prior Chair, provided some departing remarks. 

 

7. CONSENT CALENDAR 

A. Approve the September 12, 2022 Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes  

 

IT WAS MOVED BY COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER PEÑA TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR.  

THE MOTION CARRIED WITH 8 AYES AND 5 MEMBERS ABSENT. 

Councilmember John Preckwinkle 
Councilmember Johnny Rodriquez 
Councilmember Raymond Gregory 

ABSENT 
ABSENT 
AYE  

Councilmember Megan Beaman Jacinto ABSENT 
Councilmember Roger Nuñez ABSENT 
Councilmember Greg Sanders ABSENT 



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – November 14, 2022 

 

Mayor Waymond Fermon AYE 
Councilmember John Peña AYE 
Councilmember Karina Quintanilla AYE 
Mayor Pro Tem Grace Garner AYE  
Councilmember Iris Smotrich AYE 
COO Juan Perez 
 

AYE 
 

 
8. DISCUSSION / ACTION  

 

A. Presentation: Community Education Efforts by the Coachella Valley Disaster 
Preparedness Network – Board President Carla Sullivan-Dilley 
 

Board President Carla Sullivan-Dilley provided an overview of the Coachella Valley Disaster 
Preparedness Network, including its work as a nonprofit and its community partnerships. 
 
No action was taken as this was an information item. 
 

B. Public Safety Concerns Related to Mylar Balloons – Erica Felci 
 
Assistant Executive Director Erica Felci provided the staff report and introduced Antonio Ortega 
Imperial Irrigation District’s Government Affairs and Communications Officer, who provided 
additional background.  
 
Member discussion ensued. Members acknowledged the state’s efforts to move toward a ban 
and, through discussion, came to the consensus that CVAG should monitor efforts and that 
Committee members could bring up potential Mylar limits or bans at the local level. 
 
No action was taken as this was an information item. 
 

 
C. Federal and State Legislative Advocacy in 2023 – Emmanuel Martinez 
 
Senior Programs Manager Emmanuel Martinez provided the staff report. Member discussion 
ensued. County COO Juan Perez noted Riverside County’s significant shortage of judges and 
asked the Committee to add advocacy for more judicial positions and courtrooms as part of the 
legislative platform. 
 
Members concurred with the position on judges, but no formal action was taken. Staff indicated 
additional feedback could be provided prior to the Executive Committee’s December meeting. 
 

 
9. INFORMATION – The following items were provided for information only: 

A. Attendance Record  
 

B. SB 535 and California Climate Investments - Tribal Designation   
 
C. Launch of Countywide “Faces of Fentanyl” Campaign   
 



 
Public Safety Committee  
Minutes – November 14, 2022 

 

 
 

10.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

None.  
 

 
11.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Upcoming Meetings: 

 
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be held on Monday, January 9, 
2023, at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be held on Monday, December 5, 
2022, at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom webinar. 
 
 

12.  ADJOURN  

Prior to the adjournment, Chair Fermon again recognized Councilmember Smotrich, who 

detailed her work with veterans organizations such as Angel Force USA. Chair Fermon 

also extended holiday greetings to members and adjourned the meeting at 10:01 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director  



 

ITEM 8A 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: Update on the Looming Closure of Chuckawalla Valley State Prison  
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)  
 
  
 
Recommendation: Receive a presentation from the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation and amend CVAG’s 2023 State and Federal Legislative Platform to 
include opposition to the planned closure of Chuckawalla Valley State Prison 
 
Background: In December 2022, the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR) announced it was starting the process to close Chuckawalla Valley State Prison in the 
City of Blythe, with an anticipated closure in March 2025. The decision coincides with a plan to 
end its lease at the California City Correctional Facility in Kern County.  
 
Chuckawalla Valley State Prison, which opened in 1988, occupies about 125 acres and is 
adjacent to Ironwood State Prison. Chuckawalla was designed to house for 1,738 inmates but 
had 2,733 inmates as of 2019, which were the most recent statistics presented on the CDCR 
website. Chuckawalla includes four Level II Non-Designated Programming Facility Yards and one 
Level I Non-Designated Programming Facility Yard. The prison also maintains operation of a fire 
house, water treatment plant, waste water treatment plant, the vehicle maintenance garage, and 
a recycling and salvage program.  

In announcing the prison closure (news release attached), state officials said the decision was 
part of the 2022-23 budget and that Chuckwalla was chosen after an analyzing “several factors 
including cost to operate, impact of closure on the surrounding communities and the workforce; 
housing needs for all populations; long-term investments in state-owned and operated 
correctional facilities; public safety and rehabilitation; and durability of the state’s solution to prison 
overcrowding.”  

The CDCR statement also noted that “the Administration plans to work directly with community 
stakeholders in Riverside County to help support workers and foster a bottom-up economic 
resilience plan for the community impacted by the closure.” Additionally, the state pledged to 
minimize the impact to staff and the communities, including identifying opportunities for employee 
transfers. Inmates will be rehoused at appropriate level prisons. 

Representatives from the CDCR, including Prison Closure Manager Charles "Chuck" Callahan, 
will attend the February meeting of the CVAG Public Safety Committee to provide an update of 
the plans. Following the presentation, CVAG staff is recommending the Public Safety Committee 
consider a request from the City of Blythe to actively oppose the decision.  
 

mailto:efelci@cvag.org


Blythe city officials have expressed strong concerns about the economic impacts that will result 
from the closure of Chuckawalla Valley State Prison, not just in terms of job loss but also on the 
positive impact the prison has in maintaining facilities for the city. The Blythe City Council in 
January 2023 authorized contracts with both a lobbying firm and a public relations firm to address 
the planned closure. CVAG also has a state lobbying firm on contract, which is Sacramento-based 
Politico Group. However, CVAG’s 2023 State and Federal Legislative Platform was adopted by 
the Executive Committee on December 5, 2022, just a day before the closure was announced. 
Amending the platform would provide the CVAG Chair and Executive Director authority to support 
Blythe’s efforts to oppose the closure.  
 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this update. If the Committee supports an 
amendment to the 2023 State and Federal Legislative Platform, advocacy efforts would be 
covered under the existing contract with Politico Group and staff time. 
 
 
Attachment: Announcement from the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
on the Planned Closure of Chuckawalla Valley State Prison, December 6, 2022 
 







ITEM 8B 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Subject: Riverside County’s Coordinated Response to Asylum Seekers 
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)    
 
 
Recommendation: Information  
 
Background: Title 42 is a public health order issued by President Trump’s administration that allows 
Customs and Border Protection to expel migrants to Mexico or back to their home countries to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 in holding facilities. The order was extended multiple times. Amid the improving 
health conditions, President Biden has announced the COVID-19 health emergency will end in May 
2023, which is expected to end the policy. The decision has been challenged, as a number of states 
have argued that their states’ healthcare, law enforcement and education systems would be overly 
burdened by an influx of undocumented immigrants if the public health restriction is lifted. To date, the 
legal rulings have kept Title 42 in place.   
 
As previously reported to CVAG’s Public Safety Committee, the Riverside County Asylum Seeker 
Response Program was launched in March 2021 to support the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
response to asylum seekers entering the county. The response includes ensuring that asylum seekers 
who are released by Border Patrol, and legally seeking asylum in the United States, receive short-term 
transitionary services. It also included testing and sheltering needed to address the COVID-19 
pandemic. The County has included funding for the Galilee Center, an eastern Coachella Valley-based 
nonprofit organization that fulfills the food, clothing and basic needs for local disadvantaged children, 
families, and farmworkers. The Asylum Seeker Response Program has engaged an array of other 
County departments – including public health, behavioral health, public social services and Riverside 
County Probation Department – to address the various social services needed, including mass care 
and shelter coordination, meal operations, travel assistance and other wraparound services. 
 
By the end of January 2023, Riverside County officials said they have received more than 66,000 
individuals. The typical assistance includes helping them with a stay in the county – generally a couple 
of days before they head to a sponsor outside of the county. The County is contracting for more than 
300 motel rooms to address the need. The County is also coordinating a contingency plan should there 
be an increased number of individuals, including coordinating cities across the county.  
 
Jeff Van Wagenen, Riverside County’s County Executive Officer, will provide an update on the response 
at the February 13 meeting of the Public Safety Committee.  
 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this informational update.   
 
 
  

mailto:efelci@cvag.org


 

ITEM 8C 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: Roundtable Discussion of Coachella Valley Crime Trends  
 
Contact: Erica Felci, Assistant Executive Director (efelci@cvag.org)  
 
  
 
Recommendation: Information 
 
Background: The Public Safety Committee has previously expressed interest in receiving 
updates on FBI reports as they pertain to Coachella Valley trends. In January 2023, The Desert 
Sun published an analysis of the crime data that law enforcement agency report on a monthly 
basis to the California Department of Justice. Ultimately, the information will be compiled for the 
FBI's Uniform Crime Report Program. The Desert Sun’s analysis reflected data from 2010 through 
September 2022. The newspaper stated that “Serious crimes overall were down last year in most 
of the Coachella Valley, preliminary reports show, but there were more homicides than there had 
been in at least a decade.” 
 
The Desert Sun’s overview is attached, and its full report can be found here: 
bit.ly/ValleyCrimeStats.  
 
Several local police chiefs – including Desert Ho Springs Police Chief Jim Henson, Indio Police 
Chief Mike Washburn and Palm Springs Police Chief Andrew Mills – along with other top law 
enforcement will be at the February meeting of the Public Safety Committee to provide their 
analysis and discuss any changes planned to address the trends.  
 
 
Fiscal Analysis: There is no cost to CVAG for this update.  
 
 
Attachment: Desert Sun analysis of crime trends in the Coachella Valley, January 14, 2023 

mailto:efelci@cvag.org
https://bit.ly/ValleyCrimeStats
















Item 9A

Voting Members JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Aqua Caliente ● ● ● 3 out of 3

City of Blythe ○ ○ ○ 0 out of 3

City of Cathedral City ● ● ● 3 out of 3

City of Coachella ○ ○ ○ 0 out of 3

City of Desert Hot Springs ● ○ ○ 1 out of 3

City of Indian Wells ● ● ○ 2 out of 2

City of Indio ● ● ● 3 out of 3

City of La Quinta ● ● ● 3 out of 3

City of Palm Desert ● ● ● 3 out of 3

City of Palm Springs ○ ● ● 2 out of 3

City of Rancho Mirage ● ● ● 3 out of 3

Riverside County ● ● ● 3 out of 3

Total Attendance Per Meeting 9 9 8

Ex Officio / Non-Voting Members JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Agua Caliente ● ● ● 3 out of 3

California Highway Patrol ● ● ● 3 out of 3

Cathedral City Fire ● ○ ● 2 out of 3

Cathedral City Police ● ● ● 3 out of 3

County Probation Department ● ● ● 3 out of 3

Desert Hot Springs Police ○ ● ● 2 out of 3

District Attorney's Office ○ ○ ○ 0 out of 3

Indio Police ● ○ ○ 1 out of 3

Palm Desert Sheriff Station ● ● ○ 2 out of 3

Palm Springs Fire ● ● ● 3 out of 3

Palm Springs Police ● ● ○ 2 out of 3

Riverside County Fire ○ ● ○ 1 out of 3

Riverside County Sheriff ● ● ○ 2 out of 3

Thermal Sheriff Station ○ ○ ○ 0 out of 3

U.S. Border Patrol ○ ○ ○ 0 out of 3

Total Attendance Per Meeting 10 10 7

No Meeting 

Vacant *
Present ●
Absent ○

ATTENDED

ATTENDED

COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

ATTENDANCE RECORD

FY2022-2023
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